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Some of Canada’s best-known writers, induding {fram left) Wayne Johnston, Margaret Atwood and Douglas I.'wprld sat through Peter Wilking' “Kinetic Portrait” proeds,

KIHEUC hfe: Wilkins moving works acquired by national gallery

By Joan Sunnay

marerTy

SPECIAL T FHE TELEGRAM
The Portrait Gallery of Canada has

purchased Peter Wilkins' set of 12

“Kinetic Portraits” The portraits,
which wore featured at The Booms
eardy last year, are video picces that
Wilkings composed by interviewing a
dozen writers (Margaret Atwood,
Douglas  Coupland and  Wayne
Johnston among them) by asking a
series of questions, then filming them
as they Listened to him repeat their
FEEpONSEs,

Portraiture would normally be
considered as “still life, but Wilkins,
who wias born in London, England
and now works from Clarkes Beach,
has infused the genre with — nol
molion, exactly, but a kind of
ANOImerkLm .

Other artists have produced video
portraits, Wilking sabd, most notably
Andy Warhol. "But he was different in
that he was forcing a reaction.
(Warhaol called these pleces “soreen
tests amd they were related much
more closcly to short films than
pasintings)

"I wunted Lo try and create a nabu-
ril portrait rather than instigate a
performance, Wilkins said.

OF course, the authors knew Lhey
were being recorded on film,

“Haat there wss o coambort bev, 15

been with them generally about an
hour at that point. And its a small
camera. A big camera might be invie
sive.

Always the anthors’ responses Lo
the camera varied, with some direct-
Iy engaging the lens and others coyly
evading it. Fach reaction is charnsc-
teristic and distinet.

Ini this sense, the wrilers are direct
participants in creating their por-
trait. For example, Wilkins does not
call them “models”

“They are sitters, or subjects. A
model is posing, & portrait of a model
is about physicality. [ am more inler-
ested in the person, in making an
authentic portrait of them.”

Wilking' subjects include such
prolific artists as Yann Martel and
Ann-Mariec MacDonold, but said he
had little trouble persuading such
humminaries to be part of the cxhibit.

“The tricky thing is to get hold of
them. Omee T eould tell them that this
b8 o series of 12 pieees and it will be al
The Hooms, the writers were very
seippeartive, very helplul”

The whole experience was so pos-
itive Wilkins is planning two new
series of p-l:lr'll:l.ilﬁ. The first wall cen-
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“Anc thepe will be s good mnge of
people, some in thelr old age whove
baren in love for G vears, and some
Penagers, These wall Bae doadibe o

| 3 : i 1 TRl - Pt R T L
Peter Wilkins" “Kinetic P its” was installed
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traits, with them chatting atsoit thickr
relationship. how things are when
things wre not perfect, whal it was
like when they first met”

Omee again, ol heugh the initial
conversalion s integeal fo the
process, the portruits teemsclves will
= wpoend,

at The Raoms Jan. 19-May 6, 2007,

“When | see portrass [ don't want
Lot see Lalking. Visual arl is got really
spund-hazed, Amnd with video art, of
there's a verbal narrative, it gives it a
linesar thresd. A start and an end. And
| want to lake the start and the end
T
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seconds or 10 minutes, whatever
they prefer, Wilkins said, *They don't
have Lo think, ‘gosh, | missed the
beginning, and feel an obligation to
wateh it all through again®

Wilking' gevond planned project
inclwdes group portraits — but not
juest any groups Fle wants to focus on
Canadian rock bands. Again, he will
pursue a broad spectrum of bands,
net jusl the ones he likes. He bas "a
Tantasy Bst™ ir minad but b s Keeping
ke n Lhat for now,

A third upcoming project, on the
Cander Airport Departure Lounge,
willl b shovwm at The Roams this full.
This will include both video anpd
Wilkins' pholographic strip/mon-
tages.

This departure space had been
described as perhaps the best late-
1950s madernist reom in Uhe coun-
iry, Wilkins suid, and the exhibition
will blend ideas of futurism and
Might, movement and stillness.

The Portrait Gallery of Canada
wiis erealed in 2001 by Library and
Archives Cunada, Currently it con-
wists as @ collection, looking for o
gillery = ihe Conservalive governs
ment shelved a proposed site on
Wellington Steeet in Oftaws, and sev-
eral cities ure competing to house the
new institution, Wilking' “Kinetic
Portraits” ane available for viewing
RnpHEn reaeesl,



