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The National Press Photographers Association at Ohio University (NPPAOU), 
including both current and former members, meets over Zoom during Marcy 
Nighswander’s retirement party on December 8, 2020.

NPPAOU was first organized in 1986 and since then has won the most Outstanding 
Student Chapter of the Year awards from NPPA in history. NPPAOU has received 

this honor consecutively for the last three years. As a club, they provide mentorship 
programs between students, encourage conference and workshop attendance, 

routinely bring in talented industry leaders to speak, and most of all they foster mutual 
support between emerging visual journalists. 



This book showcases the photographic work of members of NPPAOU. The inspiration for this project 
began at the start of the 2020-2021 school year. NPPAOU officers and members wanted to stay 

connected, even though they were separated by the pandemic. These photojournalists are sharing a 
collection of their favorite photos and illustrating their commitment to their profession. 

It has been my honor to be the faculty advisor to NPPAOU in the School of Visual Communication for 
25 years. All the story-telling photographs in this book are from Ohio University students. 

I have enjoyed seeing each of them grow as photojournalists.

The photographs are a rich mixture of portraits, personalities, scenes, moments, action, and reactions. 
The physical limitation of the pandemic resulted in the authors photographing a more personal aspect of 

their own lives and the lives of others. 

The final edit of the book includes a diversity of subjects including a view of a birth in Ohio; a fisherman 
on the Chesapeake Bay; protests in Chicago; and fires in California. 

The edit could not have been an easy task.

While I was a staff photographer at The Associated Press, the photo editor always said, “What you are 
seeing is the best of the best.”  I am proud to apply this to the authors of this book. 

I am in awe of their talent, and I will enjoy continuing to watch their professional success.

My love of photojournalism books has resulted in a large collection over the years. 
This book will always have a special place on my bookshelf.

Marcy Nighswander
Ohio University Professor Emerita



Mark Kitching looks out at his scraper while crabbing 
at dawn around the waters of Smith Island. Kitching 
relies on years of first-hand observation and local 
knowledge to weather the unpredictability of good 
and bad fishing years. “It’s an industry where one 
year you feel like you are on top of the world and 
another you could not be.” Kitching said. “Faith has 
always been something for us to make a living out of, 
and it hasn’t let us down.”

Carlin Stiehl is a visual journalist from Los Angeles 
and a current graduate student at Ohio University’s 
School of Visual Communication working on my 
M.A. in Photojournalism. In the summer of 2020, 
he interned at the Chesapeake Bay Program and the 
Alliance For The Chesapeake Bay, where he reported 
on human and environmental issues throughout the 
Chesapeake Watershed.



Candice Appleberry from North Royalton, Ohio and her horse along with her neighbor, Kathy King with her horse Justin ride 
together during the annual Ride the Beach event supporting mounted police officers at Edgewater Beach in Cleveland, Ohio, 
on September 12, 2020.

Ryan Grzybowski is sophomore at Ohio University studying photojournalism and is from Cleveland, Ohio. 
He likes to cover anything from protests to nature.

Ryan washes his VW Beetle’s windows with soap and water for a nice clean shine.

Katelyn O’Brien does an open turn during the 200 Breaststroke against Marshall 
University on Friday Jan. 31, 2020. The Bobcats won 177-120 during senior night 
at their last home meet of the season in the Aquatics Center in Athens, Ohio.



Grace Wilson is a photojournalism student at Ohio University. These photos 
are a part of her ongoing story, 51 Good Years, the story of her grandparent’s 
relationship. She is currently working for the Xenia Daily Gazette as a photo 
intern, and is treasurer for NPPAOU. 

Left: An old phone hangs on the wall of Karen’s beauty shop. The two angels on top were made by 
Sandy McKinney, a long-time customer and friend. 

Right: Karen and Mike work together to remove the AC unit for the winter on Oct. 16, 2020. 



A sweat after a run. Running is my release of stress and anxiety; I have relied on it heavily during the 
pandemic. It is a dependable constant wherever I am.

Ben Jaquay, 7, top, gestures to Parker, left, to grab a tool that will aid their game while Owen Jaquay, 
4, watches through a hole in the fence on Friday, April 10, 2020. Ben, the next-door neighbor, is one of 
Parker’s closest friends. During the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, they were restricted to play-
ing through the backyard fence but continued to fantasize monsters and tasks to complete.

Back at home I find solace in my room, my place. My connection to my space has strengthened deeply due to COVID-19 social 
distancing. The increase of time in my room has encouraged me to put more thought into the design, light, and comfortability. It 
used to be merely a place to sleep and change clothing, but now I spend extended amounts of time here.

Leslie Ostronic is majoring in photojournalism and psychology at Ohio University. Due to online college courses, she is located 
in her hometown, Lawrence, Kansas, and has been focusing on documenting her family and local community.



A flag reading “Trump 2020- Keep America Great!” hangs off of a tree next to the Ohio River in Syracuse, Ohio, on Sunday, Nov. 
8, 2020. Like this resident, many people in Meigs County vote conservatively; almost 76 percent of Meigs County’s votes in the 
2020 Presidential election went to Trump. Across the river, power plants in West Virginia can be seen. These power plants employ 
thousands of people in both West Virginia and Southern Ohio.

Laura Bilson is a photojournalist from San Diego, California. She is currently a third-year student at Ohio University’s School 
of Visual Communication, working towards her B.S. in Photojournalism. Her work reflects themes of community, and she strives 
to tell stories involving the relationship between people and their environments. She values visual storytelling as a way to spread 
understanding and curb divisiveness.

Cassie Cotter and Aleah Tober hold each other as they watch 
CNN’s post-election coverage in Cotter’s home in Athens, 

Ohio, on Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020. Cotter has waited anxiously 
for the 2020 Presidential Election results to come in, keeping a 
handwritten chart of the electoral college results in each state. 

Cotter said the stress of not knowing was mentally exhausting. 
“It really hasn’t been good for my mental health,” says Cotter. 
“Aleah’s really great at trying to keep my mind off it though.”



Protesters clash with Chicago police officers on Saturday, May 30, 2020. CPD retaliated by deploying 
multiple cans of tear gas and wielding their batons during several scuffles in the streets and alleyways. 
Protesters marched their way through The Loop and Lake Shore Drive just days after George Floyd 
was killed at the hands of the Minneapolis Police Department, leaving behind a trail of glass and fire 
with millions of dollars in destroyed property. The day of riots will eventually end with the bridges 
raised over the Chicago River so officers can attempt to trap and arrest the demonstrators. 

Nate Swanson is a third-year photojournalism undergraduate student at Ohio University. His 
photos range from pivotal spot news to intimate features. Over the past several months Nate shot for 

documentation and for The Post, where he is working currently as the photo editor and will assume the 
director of photography position for the publication in 2021-2022.



Julia Martins de Sa is a third-year photojournalism student in VisCom. These photos are from several 
Black Lives Matter protests that took place in North Carolina in the summer of 2020. Julia is set to work for 
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel as a photography intern in the summer of 2021.

Lily Nicole, one of the event organizers, makes the black power gesture as the 
ambulance passes by to show respect for Wilmington’s healthcare workers.



A flock of seagulls turn storm damage into a resting area on 
Nov. 27, 2020, at Biloxi Beach in MS.  

Abigal Torres watches a rough fish fill up his gills with air, as her father continues to toss out his fishing rod 
with the hopes of catching a nice size speckled trout on Nov. 27, 2020 in Biloxi, MS. 

Sarah Liese is a master’s student at Ohio University, where she has chosen to study journalism and 
photography to further her career as a documentary filmmaker. She is a research assistant to Dr. Victoria 
LaPoe, which has allowed her to learn more about issues prevalent to Native American communities – a topic 
Liese is passionate about, as she is Diné and a member of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians. In 
her free time, Sarah works as a poetry reader for the New Ohio Review and finds time to write poetry herself.



Tanner Pearson lives in Athens, Ohio working towards a B.S. in Visual 
Communication, focusing on photojournalism at Ohio University. He also 
contributes work to the student run newspaper, The Post, Athens. Outside of 
photography, he works at Cycle Path Bicycles of Athens Ohio where he assembles 
and repairs bikes. Tanner enjoys spending time with my friends and family, cycling, 
playing golf, rock climbing, and always keeping a camera by his side.

Left: Tim Lutmer sits in his combine after plowing part of a field on Nov 17, 2020. Lutmer had to stop plowing 
the field after noticing the transmission wasn’t allowing him to switch gears. 

“Just another roadblock that is slowing us down”, Lutmer says after 
realizing the rest of the fields weren’t getting plowed that night.

Right: Danny Scruggs unloads hay from his trailer while his cat, Hershey, watches on Nov. 2, 2020. Danny 
named the cat Hershey because they got him from Hirshberg scrapyard in Lockland, Ohio. 

Danny said Hershey also has “a little bit of a chocolate color”.



On Friday, October 9, 2020, retired 
professor, Rev. Dr. Francine C. Childs, 
relaxes in her home in Athens, Ohio. 
Dr. Childs is the first African American, 
tenured professor at Ohio University and 
taught at Ohio University for 40 years. Dr. 
Childs says, "All are my babies, all the 
students." Dr. Childs is an advocate for civil 
rights and equality for all and continues to 
mentor students in retirement.  

Adam Gregory is an MFA Communication 
Media Arts student who is focusing on 
photojournalism and documentary. Before 
coming to Ohio University Adam was 
an actor and flight attendant in NYC and 
after an injury started photography. His 
photos have been seen worldwide in group 
exhibitions and he has had magazines and 
articles feature his work. In addition Adam 
enjoys shooting events and has shot photos 
for the 2019 Tony Awards and the Premiere 
of Ava Duvernay’s When They See Us on 
Netflix. Adam’s last still photography shoot 
in 2020 before coming to OU was Michael 
Imperioli’s new film Between Wars.



My boyfriend, Leo, and I snuggle in his bed on the 
morning of Aug. 31, 2020 in his room at his parent’s 
house. 2020 was a whirlwind year and I spent much 
of it staying with Leo and his family.

Vanessa Abbitt is a student in the School of Visual 
Communication at Ohio University’s Scripps 
College of Communication in Athens, Ohio. She 
is studying the photojournalism sequence, while 
pursuing a minor in Spanish and a social media 
certificate. She was born in Whittier, California 
and grew up in Las Vegas, Nevada, where she 
currently lives. She played soccer and loved running 
track in high school. She recently took up scuba 
diving and also really enjoys that. She hopes to use 
photojournalism to do something important and 
possibly effect change.



Redshirt Senior Ryan Luehrman 
poses for a portrait on November 
25, 2020. The Ohio University 
football team revealed throwback 
uniforms in celebration of the 
1960 National Championship 
team during their 2020 season.

Abigail Dean is a senior photojournalism major at Ohio University. She has been involved with NPPAOU for four years as 
well as creating work for The Post and the WOUB visual team. Abigail’s passion lies in sports photography and capturing 
the action and emotion of the athletes in each photo she takes. She has worked for Ohio Athletics as a photographer for four 
years and will be joining the Indianapolis Colts this summer for a season long internship.

Ohio University Men’s basketball head coach Jeff Boals talks to his start five players before the game 
against Ball State on January 23, 2021. The Ohio Bobcats defeated the Ball State Cardinals 78-68.

Ben Vander Plas (5) and Colin Granger (32) celebrate after drawing a foul during the game against 
Ball State on January 23, 2021. The Ohio Bobcats won 85-77.



Seth supports his wife Kate through a 
contraction while their assistant midwife 

Lora Hart monitors the fetal heart rate 
in the couple’s home in Dublin, Ohio on 

September 27, 2020. The couple’s first 
child, June, was born at home 

just a few hours later. 

Lauren Elise Santucci is a documentary 
filmmaker and photographer with the 

goal of humanizing social issues through 
personal stories. Originally from Metro 

Detroit, she is currently a multimedia 
fellow at the Texas Tribune in Austin. 

Santucci received a master’s degree 
in photojournalism and documentary 

filmmaking from Ohio University’s School 
of Visual Communication and a bachelor’s 

degree in international relations from the 
University of St. Andrews in Scotland.



Erin Michelle Burk is a photojournalist who focuses on documenting tenderness and resilience. 
She believes that journalism has the capability to help people find belonging in others and inspire 
mutual understanding. Erin is currently a third-year undergraduate studying photojournalism at 
Ohio University’s School of Visual Communication. She is the secretary of NPPAOU and regularly 
produces work for The Post. 

Left: Bok Molter, in the black shirt, Adrian Spencer, in the white shirt, and Liam Waskiewicz use 
a piece of fishing line with a hook that they found on the side of the road to fish off of the docks of 
Fishtown in Leland, Michigan on June 26, 2020. Spencer said that in the past, they could sit out on 
the docks and hang their legs off the side without touching the water. Multiple buildings in Fishtown 
have had to be lifted to avoid being submerged in the lake waters.

Right: Bok Molter, left, Liam Waskiewicz, middle, and Adrian Spencer share the line while fishing 
off of the docks of Fishtown in Leland, Michigan on June 26, 2020.



Lacy Walker, center, a paid tutor and teacher at a local 
high school, works with a fifth grader on his reading 
skills while Van DeVol, founder of the RV-based 
community learning center called NEST, is reflected 
in the mirrow catching up on paperwork in Batavia, 
Ohio, on Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2020. “We’re hoping 
all of our volunteers realize that all of us leave a piece 
of us behind, every single day,” said DeVol. “We 
desperately want our volunteers to take a piece of 
these kids away with them because our kids are going 
to take a piece of them away too, we want it to be the 
best piece possible.”

Joe Timmerman is a photojournalist based in Ohio 
with a passion for shining a light on real life through 
honest, creative, and thought-provoking photographs 
and words. He studies visual communication and 
journalism at Ohio University. Joe was the photo intern 
at the Cincinnati Enquirer in the spring of 2021 while 
living in his hometown of Loveland, Ohio.



The Glass Fire seen in Calistoga Calif., on Monday, Sept. 28, 2020.

Firefighters take a short rest after protecting homes from the Glass Fire aftermath in Santa Rosa, Calif., 
on Monday, Sept. 28, 2020. They arrived on the scene at 7 PM last night, and this type of break is the 
only one they get. “The ground is out bed,” said one of them.

Alie Skowronski finished her capstone class in the photojournalism program during the fall of 2020 
while working an internship at the Sacramento Bee in Sacramento, California. Her photos in this 
work were all created during her time there. Alie also has a degree in Marine, Freshwater, and Estuary 
Biology which inspired her coverage of the wildfires out in California and the science behind them. She 
is currently interning for MLive at the Ann Arbor News.

A firefighter heads back into the flames of the Sites fire while it burns 
across the mountainside in Stonyford, Calif., on Sunday, August 2, 2020.

Two burned out vehicles sit abandoned on Graystone Lane in the aftermath of Bear Fire in Berry Creek 
on Thursday, September 10, 2020. The Bear fire jumped the Feather River on the night of Labor Day, 
Sept. 7, and joined with the nomination of fires called the North Complex fires. “The best I can make 
of it was, the fire moved 30 miles in one night, which as far as firefighting goes is a world away,” said 
Robert Daniels, a firefighter and Berry Creek resident. The Bear Fire, now renamed the Complex’s West 
Zone, has killed at least 15 people according to the Butte County Sheriff’s Office.



My family drove up to Michigan after the 
school year ended to stay for a week in a 
small cabin. It’s very isolated, so it was 
the only place we felt comfortable going 
as a family during the pandemic. Here, 
my sister Sabina swims in Torch Lake, 
MI, on July 25, 2020. All of her friends 
will be attending different schools, so 
she’s been having trouble navigating 
these relationships and the next steps she 
needs to make before moving forward. 
Several of her friends will be moving out 
of state. Just like Sabina, I’m not sure 
of what’s next. But, I’m grateful to be 
surrounded by my loving family; that’s 
the silver lining in all of this.

Madeleine Hordinski is a visual 
storyteller based in Cincinnati; in 
December 2020, she completed 
two degrees in photojournalism and 
anthropology at Ohio University. She 
graduated Summa Cum Laude (3.9/4.0). 
In July, she will be joining the Los 
Angeles Times as a summer intern.
Her favorite kinds of stories and 
photographs examine memory, 
community and family. She believes 
storytelling has a remarkable capacity 
to inspire positive social change, build 
community and help people realize 
they’re not alone. Madeleine’s work has 
been featured in the BBC, PDN 
and Frontline PBS.



“Your beliefs become your thoughts. Your thoughts become your words.
Your words become your actions. Your actions become your habits.
Your habits become your values. Your values become your destiny.”

– Mahatma Gandhi

As the new NPPAOU faculty advisor, I am honored to succeed the legendary Marcy Nighswander, 
whom I have known for decades as a trailblazing photojournalist and an exceptional educational leader.

 
This collection of photographs is impressive. The pictures intimately and personally document a time as 
the global population struggled with Covid-19. Students had a camera hanging from a shoulder or in a 

pocket at all times. (I’m a firm believer that the best camera is the one most available.) 
One of the first things taught in the School of Visual Communication at Ohio University is the 

commitment to the practice of photojournalism. Eyes must be as wide open as one’s mind.
 

As photojournalists, we learn about society from a front-row seat, which means we have the tremendous 
responsibility to be honest and authentic to those who allow us into their lives. Objectivity is a fine goal, 

but ultimately, I believe fairness is far more attainable and critical in storytelling. 
Being transparent about our intentions is crucial to build and maintain trust.

 
I intend to stand by students of all ages to instill and uphold these values that can 

transfer to anything they choose to do in life.

Sue Morrow
Ohio University Adjunct Faculty



National Press Photographers Association at Ohio University 
2020 - 2021: From Home was edited, designed, and 
produced during the spring and summer of 2021 by: 
Vanessa Abbit, Erin Burk, Adam Gregory, 
Tanner Pearson, and Joe Timmerman

Marcy Nighswander is a professor of photojournalism at Ohio University’s School of 
Visual Communication and has been the club’s faculty advisor since 1995. She is an 
award-winning photojournalist and previously worked as a staff photographer for the 
Associated Press at the Washington D.C. bureau, where she won a Pulitzer Prize. 
She retired in December of 2020 and will be succeeded by Sue Morrow. 

Sue Morrow is an award-winning photojournalist and picture editor. She currently 
works as an editor for NPPA’s News Photographer magazine and is a part of the adjunct 
faculty at Ohio University. She will start as NPPAOU’s faculty advisor in 2021.

Bio descriptions for each student were written in the spring of 2021

Cover image by Madeleine Hordinski 
(cropped to fit)




