
ABOUT NPC
The National Portfolio of Creatives, gives individuals and artist-led organisations the opportunity
to apply for between £50,000 to £80,000 per annum, to sustain their creative and business
practice, ensuring sustainability and continuity between grants for projects.

Applicants can apply for activities from any of the supported disciplines of Arts Council England
(ACE).

To be eligible for this programme, an application must identify a clear breakdown of the costs to
sustain their practice and business.

The National Portfolio of Creatives encourages ambition, sustainability, and dynamism, by
allowing artists and cultural practitioners to:

- Have the resources to plan in advance
- Continue their practice
- Support their core team between grants for projects
- Contribute towards:

- the running of their business (e.g. websites, fees for freelancers, rehearsal
space)

- their own time to participate in artistic, audience, community, organisational
- strategic development (e.g. daily class, outreach workshops, sitting on boards,

advisory roles, development of business models and plans)

Independent creatives/artist led-organisations would have the stability and flexibility needed to
innovate and to build a successful sustainable practice that contributes to being a creative and
cultural country.

WHO CAN APPLY

Mid-career - established independent creatives/artist-led organisations doing work related to
ACE-supported artforms/disciplines and the Let’s Create Strategy 2020-2030.

The term ‘creatives/artist-led organisations’ includes dancers, choreographers, writers,
translators, producers, publishers, editors, musicians, conductors, composers, actors, directors,
designers, artists, craft makers, and curators.

Anyone who applies to NPC should:

● Apply as an individual, or as a small group of creatives who usually collaborate in their
work. This could include, for example, artists who usually work together, or writers and
their translators. Artist-led organisations working on a project basis and with a track
record of a portfolio of work can apply, but development organisations cannot apply.

● Be based within (live in) England



● Have a UK bank account in the exact name they’re applying in (if applying as a small
group of practitioners, one person should submit the application and take the lead on
managing the grant, and should provide their bank details)

● Be at least 18 years old
● Have at least five years of creative practice experience

The artforms and disciplines supported by NPC are:

•  Music
•  Theatre
•  Dance
•  Visual Arts
•  Literature
•  Combined Arts
•  Museums practice

National Portfolio of Creatives must focus on one or more of these artforms and disciplines.

HOW MUCH NPC CAN APPLY FOR

NPC will last for 3 years in length and can be between £50,000-£80,000 per annum.

Some examples of things this grant can support:

● Websites/social media development and training
● Fees for freelancers (producers, dramaturge, support workers)
● Studio space (for their regular practice)
● Their own time to participate in artistic development (e.g daily class, watching

performances)
● Their own time to participate audience, community development
● Their own time to participate in organisational and strategic development (e.g. outreach

workshops, sitting on boards, advisory roles, development of business models and
plans)

● Equipment purchase
● Their emotional and physical well-being (e.g. body conditioning, physiotherapy)
● Access (e.g. translators etc)



HOW IS IT DIFFERENT FROM DYCP AND PROJECT GRANTS?

DYCP PROJECT GRANTS NPC (National Portfolio of
Creatives)

Only open to individuals Open to individuals and
organisations

Only open to individuals and
artist-led organisations

You are at an early to
mid-point stage in your
practice and you need
support to make a major
change or carry out a period
of focused development work

For individuals, arts
organisations and other
people and organisations
who use the arts in their
work. Also for Accredited
Museums delivering
museum-practice projects
and other museum activity

You are at a mid-established
point stage in your practice
and you need support to
sustain your ongoing
business and artistic practice

The main beneficiary is you The main beneficiaries are
usually the people engaging
with the project and the public

The main beneficiary is
you/your regular collaborators
or team

Grants of £2,000 to £10,000 Grants of £1,000 to £100,000 Grants of £50,000-£80,000
per annum

For activities up to one year
in length

For projects up to three years
in length

For up to 3 years in length

There are four deadlines per
year

You can apply at any time.
There are no deadlines

There is one deadline for
every round

Decisions on applications
take up to nine weeks from
the relevant deadline

Decisions on applications for
£15,000 or less take six
weeks.
Decisions on applications for
over £15,000 take 12 weeks.

Decisions on applications
take up to 3 months

You can apply to two rounds
within a 12-month period

You can apply at any time
(unless you are waiting on a
decision from a previous
application)

You can apply once per
round (in addition to Project
Grants, but not eligible for
DYCP)



DYCP
● Building new networks for future development/presentation of work
● Creating new work
● Experimenting with new collaborators
● International travel to explore other practice or work with mentors
● Professional development activities
● Research and development time to explore practice and take risks

PROJECT GRANTS
● Festivals and carnivals
● Events, productions, and exhibitions
● Artistic research & development
● Making work
● Residencies and retreats
● Commissions
● Touring
● Digital
● Participatory projects - workshops
● Audience development
● Marketing activities
● Professional development/training
● Organisation/business development
● Other arts-related projects

INELIGIBLE APPLICATIONS

An application will not be eligible if it doesn’t focus on the artforms and disciplines ACE
supports, or if it doesn’t clearly demonstrate how the activity will sustain creative and business
practice in order to contribute to the Let’s Create Strategy.

An application will be considered as ineligible if it is not developed enough to be able to make a
decision (for example, if it does not include the level of detail needed), or if it doesn’t include the
supporting documents/links needed, or if any passwords needed to access those
documents/links are broken/not working.

Applicants cannot use funding to support activities, goods or services that have already taken
place, been bought or been ordered before making a decision on the application, or fund the
costs (directly or indirectly) of statutory education, further education or higher education
(undergraduate or postgraduate) for:

● Activities directly linked to formal courses of study
● Activities which contribute towards course assessment, tuition fees or living costs



WHEN PEOPLE CAN APPLY

NPC would be one of three main programmes that can support individuals. The others are Arts
Council National Lottery Project Grants, which supports individuals and organisations to deliver
projects with direct public engagement outcomes, and Developing Your Creative Practice which
supports individuals to develop their practice with no requirement for public engagement.

You can apply to NPC and Project Grants at the same time but if you apply to NPC, you will
need to wait until you have received a decision before you will be eligible to apply to Project
Grants.

When deciding which programme to apply to, the main things to think about will be:
● Is the activity mainly focused on sustaining creative and business practice, and

delivering the Let’s Create Outcomes - Creative People, Cultural Communities, A
Creative and Cultural Country (NPC); or

● Will the activity include opportunities for people to engage, become involved with or
experience your work (Project Grants); or

● Is your activity mainly focused on developing your own practice (DYCP)

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

● NPC will need to submit a one-year business plan, with a brief statement about plans for
years two and three

● Business plans would be submitted per annum
● Within the plan, applicants would be expected to highlight any key risks to the 4

investment principles and (Temporary) Equality Objectives
● Business plans should include SMART objectives that help ACE to achieve the goals set

out in the 10-year strategy, Let’s Create
● Ensure that artists, practitioners, and those who work in the creative industries and

heritage organisations are properly and fairly paid

APPLICATION PROCESS

Proposals to be submitted via online portal (ideally with the option for multiple formats i.e.
audio/video for accessibility).

Proposals would ask NPC to identify how their work supports ACE’s Let’s Create Strategy and 4
investment principles.

Supporting documentation:
● Financial statements for your previous financial year
● Your planned budget and cashflow for year one of the business plan
● Identify what projects you intend to deliver with the support of NPC funding (this is based

on project grant funding)



REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

● Submit interim reports and cash flow every six months
● Provide a refreshed one-year plan each year that sets out the planned activity for the

next financial year

Prepared by
Urja Desai Thakore, Sarah Shead and Parbati Chaudhry


