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SUMMARY: AWARDS, HONORS, & RESIDENCIES

2026

2025

2024

2023

2022

2021

Blue Sky Gallery, a juried online exhibition, “Water,” two images, March 2026
Blue Sky Gallery, a juried online exhibition, “The Worst Picture Show” January 2026

Monson Arts, Artist in Residence, a competitive, juried arts residency, Monson, ME, Jan 20-Feb 13, 2025

The Edward F. Albee Foundation, Artist in Residence, Fellowship Alternate, Fall 2025

Blue Sky Gallery, a juried online exhibition, “The Instant Photography Show,” two images, November 2025

Blue Sky Gallery, a juried Annual Members’ Exhibition, October 2025

New York Center for Photographic Arts, Juror’s Selection, “Reflections,” a competitive, international, juried online exhibition,
October 2025 (Juror: Darren Ching)

Float/Photo Magazine, a juried, themed publication: More/Less, September 2025

So It Goes, Issue No. 14, Editor’s Selections (two photographs), “Journalists,” The Literary Journal of the Kurt Vonnegut Museum
and Library, November 2025

So It Goes, Issue No. 13, Editor’s Selections (two photographs), “Labor,” The Literary Journal of the Kurt Vonnegut Museum and
Library, March 2025

New York Center for Photographic Arts, Juror’s Selection, “Architecture 2024,” a competitive, international, juried online
exhibition (Juror: Laura Noble)

The SE Center for Photography, Juror’s Selection, “The Summer Exhibition ‘24,” a competitive, international, juried exhibition,
Greenville, SC, August 2 -21, 2024, (Juror: Aline Smithson)

Griffin Museum of Photography, Executive Director Selection, “30" Annual ONLINE Members’ Show,” an online exhibition,
Winchester, MA, June 28-July 2, 2024, (Juror: Crista Dix)

New York Center for Photographic Arts, Grand Prize Winner, “Water,” a competitive, international, juried online exhibition
(Juror: Crista Dix)

StudioWorks/Tides Institute of Art, Resident Fellow, a competitive, juried visual arts residency, Artist in Residence, Eastport, ME,
July 9-August 6, 2023

29t Annual Juried Members Exhibition, Juror’s Selection, Griffin Museum of Photography, “Under the Mask,” a competitive,
juried exhibition, MA April 21-May 30, 2023 (Juror: Lisa Volpe)

New York Center for Photographic Arts, Juror’s Selection “Same but Different,” a competitive, international, juried exhibition,
NY, April 4-May 1, 2023, (Juror: Debra Klomp Ching)

Constance Saltonstall Foundation for the Arts, Resident Fellow in Photography, a competitive, juried residency for New York
State artists, Ithaca, NY, September 26-October 10, 2022

The Motif Collective, Shortlisted, a competitive, themed online award, two images selected for “Silhouette,” November 2022
So It Goes, Issue No. 11, Editor’s Selection, “Portal,” Centennial Issue, The Literary Journal of the Kurt Vonnegut Museum and
Library

All About Photo Awards 2022, Finalist, an international juried competition, “The Mind’s Eye”

Athens Photo Festival, Shortlisted, APhF:22, an international juried competition

17th Julia Margaret Cameron Award for Women Photographers, [Non-Professional] an international juried competition, The
Worldwide Photography Gala Awards, Barcelona, ES (Jurors: Laura Ann Noble and Jennie Ricketts)

Winner, Series: CELLPHONE

Winner, Series: PANDEMIC AND THE NEW NORMAL

Runner Up, Series: PEOPLE

Runner Up, Single: CITYSCAPES

Runner Up, Single: PANDEMIC AND THE NEW NORMAL
Honorable Mention, Single: PANDEMIC AND THE NEW NORMAL

16th Julia Margaret Cameron Award for Women Photographers, [Non-Professional] an international juried competition, The
Worldwide Photography Gala Awards., Barcelona, ES (Jurors: Elizabeth Biondi and Barbara Davidson)

Honorable Mention, Series: ABSTRACT
Honorable Mention, Series: CITYSCAPES
Honorable Mention, Single: PEOPLE, three photographs

L.A. Billboard Project: 7t Annual Juried Exhibition, Juror Selection as 1 of 26 Emerging Artists for a citywide billboard
exhibition, The Billboard Creative, Los Angeles, CA, April 2021 (Juror: Victoria Burns)
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2020

All Together Now, Third Place Award, a juried exhibition, Rhode Island Center of Photographic Arts, Providence, RI. (Juror, Jan
Howard)

The Motif Collective, Shortlisted, a competitive, themed online award, one image selected for “Silhouette,”

“Encased,” November 2021

So It Goes, Editor’s Selection, “Nightwatch”, Issue No. 10, “The Good Earth: Vonnegut and the Environment,” The Literary
Journal of the Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library

15th Julia Margaret Cameron Award for Women Photographers, [Non-Professional] an international juried competition, The
Worldwide Photography Gala Awards, Barcelona ES (Juror: Elizabeth Avedon)

Honorable Mention, Series: CULTURE & DAILY LIFE

Street Encounters, Juror’s Selection, a juried competition, Texas Photographic Society (Juror: Paula Tognarelli)
Camera Work: Landscape and Architecture, a juried exhibition, Black Box Gallery, Portland, OR

ARTIST RESIDENCIES & FELLOWSHIPS

2025

2023

2022

Monson Arfs, Artist in Residence, a competitive, juried arts residency, Monson, ME, Jan 20-Feb 13, 2025
The Edward F.Albee Foundation, Artist in Residence, Fellowship Alternate, Fall 2025

StudioWorks/Tides Institute of Art, Resident Fellow, a competitive, juried visual arts residency, Artist in Residence, Eastport, ME,
July 9-August 6, 2023

Constance Saltonstall Foundation for the Arts, Resident Fellow in Photography, a competitive, juried residency, Ithaca, NY, Sept
26-Oct 10, 2022

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2026

2025

2024

2023

2022

2021

2020

Blue Sky Gallery, a juried online exhibition, “Water,” two images, March 2026
Blue Sky Gallery, a juried online exhibition, “The Worst Photograph” March 2026

Blue Sky Gallery, a juried online exhibition, “The Instant Photography Show,” two images, November 2025
Reflections, an international juried exhibition, online, New York Center For Photographic Arts, October 2025
Blue Sky Gallery, Members’ Exhibition, juried exhibition, online, Portland, OR, October 2025

Winter Solstice, Griffin Museum of Photography, Winchester, MA, December 2025

Architecture 2024, an international juried exhibition, online, New York Center For Photographic Arts, August/September 2024
Summer Exhibition ‘24, SE Center of Photography, an international juried exhibition, August 2024

Griffin Museum of Photography, “30th Annual ONLINE Members’ Show,” June/July 2024

Winter Solstice, Griffin Museum of Photography, Winchester, MA, December 2024

Water, an international juried exhibition, online, New York Center For Photographic Arts, June/July 2023
Under the Mask, Griffin Museum of Photography, an international juried exhibition, Winchester, MA, April 2023
Same But Different, an international juried exhibition, Jadite Gallery, New York City, NY, April 2023

Winter Solstice, Griffin Museum of Photography, Winchester, MA, December 2023

Barcelona Foto Biennale, 7t Biennale of Fine Art & Documentary Photography, FotoNostrum Gallery, Barcelona, ES, October
2022

Vantage Point, Griffin Museum of Photography, Lafayette Center Gallery, Boston, MA, June/September 2022

Where Are We Now, an online exhibition, Lenscratch, [4/01/22]

Pairs and Diptychs, an online exhibition, Lenscratch, [2/22/22]

Barcelona Foto Biennale, 6 Biennale of Fine Art & Documentary Photography, an international juried exhibition, FotoNostrum
Gallery, Barcelona, ES, December 2021

Winter Solstice, Griffin Museum of Photography, Winchester, MA, December 2021

All Together Now, a juried exhibition, Rhode Island Center of Photographic Arts, Providence, Rl, October/November 2021
Trieste Fringe Photo, group exhibition, Hops BeerStro, Trieste Photo Days, Trieste IT, October/November 2021

The Print Swap, a juried exhibition, Foley Gallery, New York, NY (July 2021

L.A. Billboard Project, 7th Annual Juried Exhibition, The Billboard Creative, Los Angeles, CA, April 2021

Street Encounters, The Silos at Sawyer Yards, Houston, TX (March 2021)

Camera Work: Landscape & Architecture, Black Box Gallery, Portland, OR, January 2021

Street Encounters, Arlington Museum of Art, Arlington, TX , November 2020-February 2021

SELECTED CATALOGS AND PUBLICATIONS — PHOTOGRAPHER

2025

Reflections 2025, New York Center for Photographic Arts, Catalog, October 2025
Float/Photo Magazine, a juried, themed publication: “More/Less,” September 2025
So It Goes, Issue No. 14, “Journalists,” The Literary Journal of the Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library [Indiana]
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2024

2023

2022

2021

2020

So It Goes, Issue No. 13, “Labor,” The Literary Journal of the Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library [Indiana]

Architecture 2024, New York Center For Photographic Arts, Catalog, August/September 2024
Summer Exhibition ‘24, SE Center of Photography, Catalog, August 2024
Griffin Museum of Photography, “30" Annual Members’ Show,” Catalog, June/July 2024

Water, New York Center For Photographic Arts, Catalog, Cover Photo, June 2023
Under the Mask, Griffin Museum of Photography, 29t Annual Members’ Exhibition, Catalog, April -May 2023
Same but Different, New York Center For Photographic Arts, Catalog, April 2023

Beyond Words--International Literary Magazine, Cover Photo, Issue 32, Winter Edition, 2022

Barcelona Foto Biennale, 7th Biennale of Fine Art & Documentary Photography, The Worldwide Photography ~ Gala Awards,
FotoNostrum, The Mediterranean House of Photography, Catalog [Barcelona, ES]

So It Goes, Issue No. 11, The Literary Journal of the Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library [Indiana]

Vantage Point, Griffin Museum of Photography, Catalog, July 2022

Barcelona Foto Biennale, 6th Biennale of Fine Art & Documentary Photography, The Worldwide Photography Gala Awards,
FotoNostrum, The Mediterranean House of Photography, Catalog [Barcelona, ES]

Reservoir Road Literary Review, Issue 06, online, “Ghosts” original art, December 2021

Reservoir Road Literary Review, Issue 05, online, “Entry” original art, October 2021

So It Goes, Issue No. 10, The Good Earth: Vonnegut and the Environment, The Literary Journal of the Kurt Vonnegut Museum
and Library [Indiana]

Camera Work: Landscape & Architecture, Black Box Gallery, Catalog [Oregon]
Street Encounters, Texas Photographic Society Catalog [Texas]

SELECTED BOOKS — AUTHOR

2024  Smash ‘Em, Crash ‘Em, Demolition Derby: America’s First Exireme Support, Photographs by Dan Nelken,
Forward by Adele Q. Brown [in submission stage, 2024]

2002 What A Way To Go, Fabulous Funerals of the Famous and Infamous, Chronicle Books

2003  Martin Luther King, Jr, World Almanac/Trailblazers of the Modern World

2003  Elvis Presley, World Almanac/Trailblazers of the Modern World

EDUCATION

2025 International Center of Photography, Crit Lab with Bill Armstrong, NYC

2022 Penumbra Foundation, Wet Plate workshop, Sam Dole, NYC

2020 Penumbra Foundation, Intro to Wet Plate, Sam Dole, NYC

2017 Penumbra Foundation, Introduction to Alternative Processes, Morgan Post, NYC

2016 Monterrey Institute of International Studies, Frontier Certificate Program: Social Impact/Management

1979  Master’s Public Administration (Arts Administration], George Washington University, Washington, DC

1975 BA, Connecticut College, New London, CT

RELEVANT EMPLOYMENT

2017-2025 Dan Nelken Photography: Photographer, Logistics Manager, Videographer (Uganda), Copywriter
2017-2020 Oysters & Pearls UG: Marketing Consultant and Photo Coordinator for a Uganda-based nonprofit
2017-2022 Encore Fellow, YOUTH INC, New York: Marketing Consultant for a youth-centered nonprofit
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