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Abstract

In this day in age it seems impossible to use technology without seeing art 
of any form. Whether it’s a post on social media, or an image in an e-book, 
there is no escaping the mixing world of computers and art. We will ex-
plore how the leftover magazine clippings from previous art projects can 
be part of an interactive work of art that is created with code. Combining 
the world of visual arts and computer science allows both disciplines to fur-
ther their outreach and create stories that previously would not have been 
shared. How a story can be created while removing substance from its pages. 

Advidors: Chris Fernando, Fernando Orellana

Distortions
an interactive art piece by Leah Piscitelli 

How negative space can be used to create a new generative story





This book will explore Distortions and look closely at images that were randomly generated 
throughout its time being on display. The work consists of two monitors that are both 65 inches, 
and interactive floor switches. All images that are displayed are originally from LIFE magazine, 
and were cut up to create a collage; this allowed the holes to be intentional. The monitors face 
each other displaying images layering each other so that when a viewer stands between the two, 
they feel encapsulated into the work. The floor switches that are centered in the work allow the 
user to generate their own images by switching the active display. The order of image display is 
random, but a “page of the magazine” will display on one screen and when interacted with, will 
flip and be moved to the other screen.  



































I came across a work I created my Sophomore 
year, it was an image of a woman getting out 
of the shower from a life magazine. When I had 
scanned the image into the computer a page 
had mistakenly gotten flipped and so the page 
behind the women in a bathrobe showed an old 
fashioned camera. At first frustrated by the fold I 
thought it was interesting how the fold created a 
new story, one that I had never intended to tell, 
and so I added a few more cameras to the pic-
ture. I wanted to expand on this image and see 
what would happen if you took the pieces of the 
magazines that people didn’t want in their work 
(like the camera) and purposefully made them 
part of it. This led me to the idea of layering pag-
es that had holes in them to see if that would 
create anything cool, and it did. Once I knew I 
wanted to work with the cut up magazines my 
project really came to life. I had to decide on de-
tails of the work, such as how would I pick where 
the holes go in the page, if I even did pick where 
they would go. I will go further into detail about 
this in a later section. 






