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I have always been inspired to learn about

ancient and dwindling cultures because every time |
uncover a lost city or find an ancient tomb, I find a
lost piece of mysellf.







VISUALSKIES

Albert's trusted partner in the field is
Visualskies, led by Joseph Steel.

Powered by drones, LIDAR and
photogrammetry, Visualskies are world-
leading experts in 3D/4D scanning. As
technology pioneers, Visualskies has
become a powerhouse hybrid studio,
bridging the gap between physical reality
and digital worlds.

Albert’'s innovative use of LIDAR as a tool
in archaeology has given him some of his
greatest insights into our shared human
story and is a pillar of his approach to
uncovering our ancient past.
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e ast, virtually uninhabited deserts of Saudi
ossal and mysterious stone structures are
douin as "the works of old men”.
IIIB and for what purpc e?
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Now, as the kingdom lifts its veil, a select group of
archaeologists from Australia and France have been
granted access.

o

. In just a few archaeological seasons what they have
"-# - uncovered is nothing short of extraordinary:

L?ﬂﬂbns have emerged from the desert that
challenge everything we thought we knew about some
of our earliest steps as humans, as they piece together
a missing fragment of our shared human story.
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of strange pendant-like
shapes but this is not communal
worship - these are tombs for
individuals
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Across 2x60' episodes Albert Lin takes the audlence
on an epic and universal story of us. -

These are dynamic, actuality driven films, full of
emotional heart, high-stakes adventure, wild
landscapes and crammed with incredible
archaeological firsts, made by a creative team with
adventure in their DNA.

Using state-of-the-art volume screen

reconstructions and pin-point accurate
photogrammatic CGlI to bring these ancient and
igmatic people to life. '
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ert is seeking out an emotiona
" these lost people, reaching his hand o
millennia to gain an understanding
builders of these awe-inspiring structures.
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OPENING: Beneath a starry sky, lit by torches,
people gather for a ceremony, the cranial elements
of horned animals skulls are held aloft.
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= these ancient people lived and died. >
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ed their dead and why they ¢
: tal rlfual sﬂes Who we

New discoveries come thlck an :{t thmﬂﬁilan
team have made a startling dis \Ieiy' nearby the
circular stone dwellings a mass grave containing
eleven individuals who died around eight and half
thousan rs ago. We reveal new evidence of how -
- _I_,f-r.;‘.l'.'-;'
Key stories: F
Neolithic settlement — the stone circle houses -
Harrat Uwayrid

Mass burial sites

Desert Kites

Mustatil /



THE TOMB BUILDERS
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BACKGROUND: At the beginning of the 3rd
millennium BCE, after a thousand years of
silence, a sudden flourishing society emerges
in the harrats and deserts of northern Saudi
Arabia. This previously unknown society builds
simply ex??Qrdigary structures, the likes of
which, have never B““‘l‘ore beﬁen seen. Who bmlt
them and why? E.'.;, T e
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We discover brand new evidence - traces of
bronze age settlements — what can these
findings tell us about these people? Are these
settlements the lost cities of the tomb builders?
Why in the first millennia did this society
disappear? Could it be linked to the global 3.2K
event — did climatic disaster finish them off?

OPENING: a 1920s British biplane carrying mail

from Aden flies over northern Saudi Arabia,
. below, the pilot spots strange and enigmatic

shapes on the desert floor, like keyholes or

' :Archaeologlsts are now scrabblmg to u‘ﬁ@ﬁ@r%pendants they are isolated-and remote, he

more about this enigmatic society.

These tomb builders are different from their
ancestors of a thousand years before: thege
tombs honour individuals. We discover ho‘\y
these tombs are entwined with the Iandscape —
vast funerary avenues that act as way markers
between oases or guide herders to high
pastures.

makes note of his coordinates as he flies north.
Albert climbs a rocky volcano at sunrise — the
vast expanse of desert rollﬁput beneath him - he
contemplates how entire societies can be
~snuffed out like a candle and lost to the mists of
time. :
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Key Stories:

Harrat Khaybar
Jabal Abyad Volcano
Hail sites

~ Pendant tomb Funerary Avenues
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Pendant Tombs 3000BCE

While the Neolithic saw the rise of
massive, collective ritual places, the later
Bronze Age (c. 3rd millennium BCE) saw a
shift to funerary avenues often
constructed as long paths lined with
thousands of individual tombs.

These massive, intricate and beautiful
tombs, varying in design and complexity
are perhaps the most enigmatic of the
discoveries archaeologists have made in
Saudi Arabia. They indicate a high degree
of social complexity, organized ritualistic
behaviour and a shared cultural landscape
among Bronze Age pastoralists in
northwest Arabia.




Stone Circle Dwellings — Circa
6000BCE

So little is known about the society or
even the origins of the people that
built these structures. What we do
know is that at around the end of the
sixth millennium BCE during the
neolithic, people arrive on this
landscape and build dwellings with
circular stone walls, with an entrance
and a hearth in the centre. From the
objects archaeologists have found
inside, we know that these people
travelled and traded, tended to herds
of goat and cattle and for a thousand
years or more seem settled.
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Mustatils 5300BCE

Incredible stone structures called Mustatils begin to be constructed across the landscape in the fifth
millennium BCE. A mustatil is simply a rectangle (it literally means rectangle in Arabic) and the walls of these
structures, up to 500 metres long, have two short ends with a maze-like entrance at one end and a ritual
chamber at the other. They were first excavated in 2021 and archaeologists found ritual deposits of only
upper-cranial skull parts of horned animals - mostly gazelles, cattle and goat. It is a staggering discovery. The
size, and energy to build these structures - thousands of tonnes of rock - means this society placed huge
importance on the complex, probably communal, ritual sacrifice of animals.



KEXcONTRIBUTORS

Prof. Hugh Thomas has been a huge part of the recent
discoveries made in Saudi Arabia and took over leading the project
from Prof David Kennedy in 2021. His main areas of study are the
Neolithic to Bronze Age monumental landscapes of Saudi Arabia,
specifically the transition from a ritual to funerary landscape that

occurred in the region between ¢.5000-2800 BCE.

Dr Melissa Kennedy is an archaeologist with over 15 years of
field and research experience in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Saudi
Arabia. She is a Research Fellow at the University of Western
Australia on the Aerial Archaeology in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Project (AAKSA) and a lecturer in Archaeology at the University of
Sydney, as well as Co-Director of PAKEP.

Jane McMahon is working as an archaeologist and GIS analyst
on the Aerial Archaeology in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (AAKSA)
Projects. Her PhD research is investigating recently discovered
Neolithic structures known as ‘Standing Stone Circles’.




P éaPlcasFllms was fqunded :m: Brlstol UK in 2025 to
# jf'nake‘hlgh end documentaries for-broadcast and
theatrical release.

Our goal is to make films which tell human stories
that deepen our understanding of the world and of
one another. We believe in documenting people
whose actions spark meaningful change in the
communities and environments around them. We






