
I am an Italian-Brazilian documentary photographer, editor and visual artist currently living, 
studying and working in The Hague (NL). I crossed the Atlantic in search of new challenges and 
territories in the Old World. I truly believe in critical visual and media literacy as a resource to 
foster new perspectives and dialogues about our interdependence. 

As a maker, I explore the connections between images, power structures and belief systems 
across society by experimenting with storytelling in editorial formats.  In my backpack I carry a 
passion for underground comics, Brazilian modernism, and a curious eye for creative processes, 
identity, and media. Empathy and humor are my compass on this journey.

Currently, I am interested in how images have been used to share and naturalize non-
progressive values through digital media. My goal is to reveal those who create, modify, 
perpetuate and react to these images and structures.

rafael.roncato@gmail.com
www.rafaelroncato.com
+31 6 5126 1505

I delved into theoretical and technical aspects of filmmaking, focusing on the influence of the music video language 
on feature film direction and editing. The outcome was a music video for the band Japanese Bondage. Here, I’ve made 
lifetime friends and coworkers: Flávio Sampaio and Janssem Cardoso.

First technical training in photography that pointed me towards documentary photography, especially portraits, fine art 
and storytelling thanks to Alicia Peres and Daniel Salum.

Through full-time program aligned with new technologies, I obtained high-level humanistic and technical training. 
Professionals like Bia Abramo, Carlos Minchillo, and Daniela Bertochi, committed to the public interest, educated me 
ethically, creatively, and critically. For my thesis, I produced alongside three friends a magazine about pop culture, 
technology and new media. The first babysteps in the editorial and media environment that i’m so passionate about.

A program suited to my career, in which I had the opportunity to unlearn and question my photographic practice 
in relation to the contradictions of the medium and the world. I expanded my knowledge in artistic research, image 
production, and also the importance of impact outside the institution, all elements informed by the demands of our time. 
I was one of the creators of the Photography and Society podcast, had the opportunity to teach (Photography Beyond 
the Visible with Eddo Hartmann and Piek Kock), mentor bachelor students (portfolio reviews and individual mentorship) 
and to organize and participate in the Undisciplining Photography Symposium. The perfect balance between practice, 
theory and collaboration.

This postgraduation program focused on artistic research, history of photography and visual culture. For my thesis, 
I selfpublished a photobook (Sunyata) that questions concepts such as impermanence and interdependence. My 
dissertation panel was composed by Ronaldo Entler, Rubens Fernandes Jr. and Felipe Russo. Walter Costa collaborated in 
the editing and Milena Galli in the design. The book was a finalist at the Verzasca Foto Festival, in 2018, and awarded, in 
2017, best artist book at the 5th Latin American Autumn Salon. It’s thankfully sold out.
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As editorial coordinator I was able to participate in the whole ecosystem of exhibition production, museum institutions and 
art research. A complete package that made me fall in love with art creation and project development. I set up exhibitions, 
photographed artworks, produced, edited and published catalogs in collaboration with designers, photographers, 
national and international art institutions. My team and I won several APCA awards, the most traditional Brazilian award 
in the cultural sector. I learned that despite the lack of funding, we do it because we love it. I worked next to curators such 
as Felipe Chaimovich, Aracy Amaral, Paulo Herkenhoff, and Pablo León de la Barra, not to mention artists as Miguel Rio 
Branco, Cildo Meireles, and Barbara Wagner. 

I contributed for Folha de S.Paulo, the largest circulation paper in the country, as well as other journalistic platforms/
products like UOL, the magazines and some branded content. Portraits and visual essays on current topics were my 
routine. In 2017, I took part of their 1st Visual Journalism Training Program.  I collaborated daily with talented editors 
and reporters such as Daigo Oliva, Thea Severino, Igor Dalbone, João Perassolo, and Lucas da Rocha Lima, as well as 
photographers Joao Wainer, Lalo de Almeida, Karime Xavier and Keiny Andrade. One of the most versatile jobs I have had, 
responsible for fulfilling a childhood dream and training me as a photographer.

Presented by Ronaldo Bressane, this 7-episode webseries puts two writers together to talk about literature, behavior, 
politics and, of course, creative processes. The show is recorded at Farol, in Vale do Anhangabaú, heart of São Paulo, 
where Fluxo, a journalism studio directed by Bruno Torturra (former Mídia Ninja) is located, and aims to amplify the debate 
between literature and politics. We’ve gathered 14 authors, among them Daniel Galera, Noemi Jaffe, Lourenço Mutarelli, 
Antônio Prata, Andréa del Fuego, and Bruno Maron.
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LSA+ students from Dartmouth College (Hanover, NH, USA) collectively constructed a visual narrative of their time in 
Brazil as part of a photography and sequencing workshop led by myself. The course was divided between practical classes 
throughout city and theoretical classes to provide references and sequencing methods. The outcome was produced with 
the collective Dulcineia Catadora, the first Brazilian “cartonera” (cardboard publishing) initiative. The collective provides 
extra income for the women who work in recycling by publishing hand-made books.

Photobook lab focusing on research, editing and sequencing, and independent publication formats. We did projects 
follow-up, sequencing marathons and workshops. Founded by Walter Costa, the had several members such as Daniele 
Queiroz, Vitor Casemiro and Henrique Carneiro. Special events: LOMBADA Zine Battle and 1-Day-Collective Zine Challange.

The Urban Between Reality and Utopia [Brazil x The Netherlands]
Tiradentes Foto Festival x Rotterdam Photo Festival
2021

Together with Mariana Rettore, I was responsible for the creation and the execution of the partnership and cultural 
bridge between Tiradentes (Brazil) and the Rotterdam Photography Festival. We produced an international open call and 
three seminars reflecting the theme The Urban Between Reality and Utopia. The call had 756 entries, more than six 
thousand images and 179 artists selected for an overnight screening at both festivals. The program was supported by the 
Netherlands Consulate-General in Sao Paulo/Brazil.
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