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Introduction to Luke’s letter. = The angel Gabriel announces the

AR e pid m1s27.  coming birth of John the Baptist.
ertaken to draw up -:!T_g,;b::;z 5In the time of Herod klng of Judean
e things that have !Pe5:; there was a priest named Zechariah,

ng us, Zjust as they 5,1, Who belonged to the priestly division
1 to us by those who <Mk 4:14 of Abijah;' his wife Elizabeth was also

eyewitnesses? and 1:3 @ descendant of Aaron. “Both of them
< ITherefore, SiNCe «y: 244 262 WETe Upright in the sight of God, observ-
refully investigated /ac 1:1 ing all the Lord’s commandments and
everything from the beginning, it seemed 1:¢ regulations blamelessly./ "But they had
good also to me to write an orderly e #31 no children, because Elizabeth was bar-
account? for you, most excellente The- "t 2:1 ren; and they were both well along in
ophilus,/ 450 that you may know the '!Ch24:10  years.

certainty of the things you have been f.;‘-,r 71

I.EL'IR_;]'I.LK 1K1 9:4 a] Orbeen surely believed
1 After re-reading the Gospel or Teddy Roosevelt, as several people
° Luke for the first time have suggested, but Theo Huxtable,
in decades, and realizing that it is The Cosby Show son acted by Malcolm
an account of Jesus’ life written to Jamal Warner, whose mannerisms
Theophilus,Ican’t helpbut think of my and fashion I carefully watched in
young son, Theodore, or Theo, we call the 8os, and having suggested for
him. Theds in Greek meaning god, and weeks to have Theo’s middle name
philus meaning an affinity or love for, be Jamal and not James.

making the recipient of Luke’s letter
perhaps any reader who is a friend of
God or who accepts God’s love, in the
more current Christian parlance.

After learning the name we had
chosen for Theo and looking up
its meaning, my mom told me on
the phone how approving and
appropriate it was that we were
naming him God’s gift. I recall being
confused until she told me that theds
means god, and déron, gift.

“We just like that he would have
options and could go by Theodore,
Theo, Ted, or Teddy,” I said. “We
didn’t consider the meaning.”

But I withheld that my personal
reference for the name isn’t Christian
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¥ division was 18

I : TNCh 24:1%

ing as priest . .5\,

osen by lot, 1.9

of the priest- "Ex 30:7.8;
oyl

le of the Lord ;o 221

: 2Ch 20:11
when the time 1:10
came, all the “lev 1&:17
1111
wErE Pra}r[ng !I'_'|__ ‘-'|:|IJ
PEx 30:1-10

"Then an angel of the Lord appeared 1:12

to him, standing at the right side of the ".‘3]‘{;‘3"--”‘

altar of incense.» ?When Zechariah saw 1.1
him, he was startled and was gripped #ver 30;
with fear./ '3But the angel said fo him: ;' '427
“Do not be afraid,s Zechariah; your 1.14
prayer has been heard. Your wife Eliza- ‘ver 58
beth will bear you a son, and you are '3
to give him the name John." "*He will jq; |3.4;
be a joy and delight to you, and many Lk 7:33
will rejoice because of his birth, 15for ' '
he will bé greal in the sight of the Lord. 1,
He is never to take wine or other fer- 'vcr 70

mented drink,/and e wll be fled wih 7" .'* 8

the Holy Spirit even from birth.® 1Many .5
of the Peﬂ!'!swﬁflsmlwiﬂhebﬂnghmt Over 34;
to the Lord their God. 7And he will go ¢ '7'7

on before the Lord,! in the spirit and ;... 5.
power of Elijah,» to turn the hg Mt 18:10;
the fathers to their childrens and the 2516 92!
disobedlent to the of the righ- .. 3.20
teous—to. make by _,}_Iﬂ" i
pared for the Lord. B v

i87echariah asked the angel, “How ¢, 1o
can [ be sure nfﬂus?lnm,mluldman fsa 4:1
and my wife is well along In years.” ''°
“ThE m m ‘[ am Gﬂhnﬂ].ﬁ |.lr:.||l,_ 223
I stand in the presence of God, and 1 1:27
have been sent to Speak to you and to M \+1°'5:
tell you this good news. °And now you y.a5
will be sllent and not able to speake *ver 13;
until the day this happens, because you M: 14:27

did not belleve my words, which will «>-.,
come true at their proper time." Mt 1:21,25;

Lk 2:21
1:32

Fwer 35,76;
Mk 57
1:33

I 28:18
ADg 2:44;
7:14,.27;
Mic 4:7;
brvice Was Com- | g

e. MAfter this mii:18
1134

bple were wait-

his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and
for five months remained in seclusion,
25“The Lord has done this for me,” she
said. “In these days he has shown his
favor and taken away my disgrace:

among the people.”

The coming birth of Jesus to Mary
is ﬁ:rem!d

tbe house of Jacob forever; his king-
dome will never end.”s

34“How will this be," Mary asked the
angel, “since I'am a virgin?"

3The ange! answered, “The Holy Spir-
it will come upon you,® and the power
ui‘thehhﬂl-[wrwmmwu
So the holy one¢ to be.bom will be
calleds the Son of God.r *Even Fliza-
beth your relative is going to have a
child in her old age, and she who was
said to be barren is in her sixth month,
¥For nothing is impaossible with God.™/

38°] am the Lord's servant,” Mary
answered. “May it be to me as you have
said.” Then the angel left her,

WAL that time Mary got ready and hur
ried to a town in the hill country of
Judeas ®where she entered Zechariah's

Cwer 32,70 Mk 1:24 FME 4:3 1237000 10:2¢
1:39 Bver 65

bI% O from his mother s wiowmh
el fo be Sorm will Be calied o

Dwid “ami he will reign over

LUKE 1:72

home and greeted Elizabeth. #'When 1:42
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 1’_‘1;5 oA
h&h‘f leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth bpg14:2.3
was filled with the Holy Spirit. %2In a .47
loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are “1m 1:1; 2:
you among women,* and blessed is the g
child you will bear! “3But why am [ so [ 1389
favored, that the mother of my Lord ,..
should come to me? 44As soon as the Jfps 71:19
sound of your greeting reached my ears, #Fs 111:%
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. ,‘,f“zu_ _
4sBlessed is she who has believed that p, 5.7
what the Lord has said to her will be 1.5

accomplished!” Ips 08:1;
Isa 40:10

John the Baptist is born.

Mary's song giorifies the Lord. ;rﬁ 07:9

F:40-53pp— 150 2:0-10 1!;’5498 1
“ﬁ[ﬂ H"? . 1:55
said: IGe 17:10; 3 -
Ps 132:11;
“My soul glorifies the Lord® Fel3zili  ately his mouth was opened and his

Sudmy o nGotmy v SRR O

o !  Lev 12:3; were all filled with awe, and through-
PL;:]E; out the hill country of Judeaf people
Sl were talking about all these things.
nver 13,03 “°Everyone who heard this wondered
1:62 about it, asking, “What then is this child

o mmwmnummm w2 going o be?” For the Lord's hand was
#'  things/formee= R o 1500 O DI

holy is his name.s 1:64
%mmmwmmmm Tver 20

Zechariah’s song praises the Lord.

1:65
Fyer 30

from generation to generation.® kot
#lHe has performed mighty deeds ith :c. 5o.
his army?’ Ac 11:21

+he has scattered those who are 1:67

proud in their inmost thoughts, ' 22
53He has brought down rulers from. )% .

their thrones YPs 111:0;
but has lifted up the humble. Lk 716
$3He has filled the ungry with good e ik

but has sent the rich

sent the rich away empty. 917,

$4He has helped his servant Israel, baeeh s
mm to be mercifult l.;l:‘“ |-.|

55to Abraham and his descendants! 1:70

fﬂl'ﬂ'!f. ¥ler 23:5
» 1:72
even as he said to our fathers. e 720 covenant,s

%Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about ;' *
three months and then returned home. Ezx 16:60 da¢ Homm here symbalizes strength
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Being born in 1976, about
l ° six months prior to the
release of Star Wars makes it as
culturally dominant over me as the
gospel verses my mom reads to me
and writes out in little reporter’s
notebooks during my toddler years.
Daily I am asked to repeat verses and I
have many memorized by the time The
Empire Strikes Back appears in 1980.

As akid I fully expect God to intercom
over my brain voice in the diction and
timbre of Alec Guinness playing Ben
Kenobi. My Christian education of
course includes Jesus’ resurrection
and all forgiven souls going to
heaven, which is on the same track as
a Jedi’s transition: when a Jedi dies
the physical form switches over to a
spiritual Force plane (or something).
When Obi-Wan is cut down by
Vader’s lightsaber, his body vanishes,
leaving a pile of brown cloth. Yoda
simply disappears from his deathbed
in a Dagobah cave, the little green

in 2 manger, because there was no room 2™
for them in the inn. Ro 51,
8And there were shepherds living out

1130

form shrinking away to nothing as if
flipped over to a different dimension.

My childhood image of how everyone
in heaven would appear to those
of us remaining on Earth is of
visages marked by slightly sweet,
all-knowing half-smiles on heavily-
cloaked bodies, haloed in the blue
light of the Force (like how Obi-Wan,
Yoda, and Anakin Skywalker appear
to Luke at the end of Return of the
Jedi—as flickering signals from some
version of an afterlife).

of the Lord shone atound them, and they

were terrified. "UBEEEES angel sald to
them, “Do not be aflds I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for

all the people. 1Today i e fown of
David a Saviors has been borff to you;
he is Christ* the Lord. *3This will be a
sign* to your You will find a baby
wrapped In cloths and lying in a
manger.” _

3Suddenly a great company of the
heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,

14%Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace’ to men on
whom his favor rests,”

15When the angels had left them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said

- x
Simeon praises God when
he sees Jesus,

#SNow there was a man in Jerusalem ;..
called Simeon, who was righteous and 7ac 21:0
devout.® He was waiting for the conso- 5.47

lation of Israel,! and the Holy Spirit was

upon him. 24t had been revealed to him q iy

by the Hely Spirit that he would not die

Al

59

before he had seen the Lord’s Christ, **®
YMoved by theSpirit, he went into ., ...

the temple courts. When the parents !+

brought in the child Jesus to do for him -
what the custom of the Law re- 239

quired,/ 2*Simeon took him in his arms
and praised God, saying:

2:40
##“Sovereign Lord, as you have
promised, '
you now dismiss® your servant in 2
peace.! '

Tyer 51;
14 2

1y
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30For my eyes have seen your
salvation,m
3t which you have prepared in the
sight of all people,
323 light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel."»

B3The child's father and mother mar-
veled at what was said about him.
#Then Simeon blessed them and said
to Mary, his mother;® “This child is des-
tined to cause the fallingr and rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be spoken against, %so that the thoughts
of many hearts will be revealed. And a
sword will pierce your own soul too."

Anna testifies of Jesus.

3There was also a prophetess,s Anna,
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was very old; she had lived
with her husband seven years after her
marriage, 37and then was a widow until
she was eighty-four.'r She never left the
temple but worshiped night and day, fast-
ing and praying.* ¥¥*Coming up to them
at that very moment, she gave thanks to
God and spoke about the child to all who
were looking forward to the redemp-
tion of Jerusalem.

#¥When Joseph and Mary had done
everything required by the Law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee to their
own town of Nazareth.» 49And the child
grew and became strong; he was filled
with wisdom, and the grace of God was
upon him.v

Twelve-year-old Jesus amazes

5 the teachers.
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they traveled on for a day. Then they 47
began looking for him among their rel- ™" 728
atives and [riends. ¥*When they did not oy (2.4
find him, they went back to Jerusalem cLx 3:23;
to look for him. 4After three days they 2
found him in the temple courts, sitting %7, .
among the teachers, listening to them 5.5
and asking them questions. ¥Everyone Mk 9:32
who heard him was amazed: at his 251

Zechariahm™ in the desert. *He went Ac 2:37:
; 16:30
into all the country around the Jordan, ,. ..
preaching a baptism of repentance for v se7
the forgiveness of sins.» 4As {s written a2

in the book of the words of Isaiah the "* 7:2°

prophet: o
“A voice of one calling in the desert, ©i, ;..
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, Lev 19:11

make straight paths for him., 315
SEvery valley shall be filled in, -‘T.Tl I-':II'.I_.?I}_
every mountain and hill made low. ac 13.25

1138

The crooked roads shall become
straight,
the rough ways smooth.
sAnd all mankind will see God's
salvation.’ "o

7John said to the crowds coming out
to be baptized by him, “You brood of
vipersir Who warned you to flee from

é-n

= {

: als | am not worthy to
untie. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and with fire.* '7His win.
nowing forke is in his hand to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his barn, but he will burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire."® 1®And
with many other words John exhorted

318 3ver 3; M 134 Pl 1:26,33; Ae 135; 1016
19:4 317 Clsa 30:24 M1 13:30; 25:41

io lsaiah 40:35  &J§ Or Massih U8 Or

the people and preached the good news 3:19

to them. ver.k
19But when ]‘Dh-ﬂ rebuked Herods the 3:20

tetrarch because of Herodias, his broth- o 1414

er’s wife, and all the other evil things he * ¢!7 18

had done, ¥Herod added this to them .,

all: He locked John up in prison.® CMt 14:23;
Mk 1:35:;
Jesus’ baptism and genealogy. 0:46; Li 3 1%;
B=12; 918 28;
121, 22pp— Mt 3:03:07; Mk [} 11:1
3:23-38pp— Mt 1:0-17
322

#1When all the people were being .. 4z..
baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And & n 1:32.33:
he was praying° heaven was opened Ac !0:3
Band the Holy Spirit descended on him¢ /' "7
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice

LINow Jesus himsell was about thirty
years old when he began his ministry.s 3:27
He was the son, so it was thought, of L
Joseph, 331

the son of Hell, *4the son of Matthat, ﬂ_‘ﬁ ;';d;

the son of Levi, the son of Melki,
the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 3:33
5the son of Mattathias, the son of "Ru#18ik
Amos. 1Ch 2:10-12
the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, 3.4
the son of Naggai, 2¢the son of ‘Ge11:2420
Maath, )
the son of Mattathias, the son of 3;[_-3: L1:12
Semein, AGe 5:28.32
the son of Josech, the son of Joda,
#the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, 338 _
the son of Zerubbabel,! the son of i
Shealtiel, 4
the son of Neri, 28the son of Melki, Fver 14,18
the son of Addi, the son of Cosam,
the son of Elmadam, the son of Er,
#the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, 4:2
the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, ~ “Ex 34:2:
the son of Levi, 3the son of Simeon, '
the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, 4.4

the son of Jonam, the son of Eli- ‘Dtsa
akim,
Ythe son of Melea, the son of Menna, gy, 5.,
the son of Mattatha, the son of
Mathan,/ 4:6
the son of David, 32the son of Jesse, 1z
the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, \n 5:19

1139

the son of Moah, the son of

Lamech,n
37the son of Methuselah, the son of
Enoch,
the son of Jared, the son of Maha-
lalel,

the son of Kenan, 3*the son of
Enosh,

the son of Seth, the son of Adam,

the son of God.»

The devil tempts Jesus.
A0 I 3p0— M d:0-1 1 Mk 1:02,11
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N 17:8- 16,
Rl 1221

B 5:1-14
vIIETE - hy §5:35;
- . Ac 7:58;
18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me.* )
- Heb 13:12
because he has ancinted me 4:30

L ac W3 “In 8:5%;
“ [ 5 [ : I 130
= 41

W Wyer 21:

Mr 4:13

412

ki 728

to release the oppressed,
1 mmmmmmm Yvet 30
N "m 28
Wl‘hen he rolled up the scroll, gave it ~wia 20
back to the attendant and sat down.= ’|' \' ‘ “
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue ...
were fastened on him, 2'and he began i | u
4:35
by saying to them, “Today this scripture [°
is fulfilled in your hearing.” Mt B:2¢;
ZZAll spoke well of him and were Lx8:24

1140

amazed at the gracious words that came
from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph's son?"
they a\‘l:ed a

quote .th_s_pmvrj_b_.z_u r_:J_eJ_Ehrs_l_cin
hea] urse[f‘ Do here in. your home-

gm in Qanﬂnauru_ »

2451 tell you the truth,” he continued,
“no_prophet is accepted in his home
town.s 25] assure you thaf there were
many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time,
when the sky was shut for three and a
hall years and there was a severe famine
throughouyt the land." *¢Yet Elijah was
not sent to any of them, but to a wid-

ow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon,*
#7And there were many in [srael with
leprosy' in the time of Elisha the
prophet, yet not one of them was

' cleansed—

only Naaman the Syrian."
AlL the people in the synagogue
were furious when they heard this,

* ®They got up, drove him out of the

town,* and took him to the brow of the
hill on which the town was built, in
order to throw him down the cliff, 39But
he walked right through the crowd and
went on his way.

Jesus drives demon from a man.
4:31-37pp— Mk 1:21.28

went down to Caper
in Galilee, and on the
n to teach the people.
amazed al his teaching,*
iessage had authority.
Was 2 man
evil® spirit.
He cﬂld qm at the top of his Fail:e,

P8 Deut 6:13  ol/ Psalm @1:11,12

i1 Deut 6:16 519 baigh 61:1,2 127 The
Greek word was used lop vanous diseases alfecting the
skin—not necessarly beprosy. 033 Greek unclear

aisy in verse 30

LUKE 5:10

man down before them all and came 'I‘;?ﬁ *When he had finished speaking, he

out without injuring him. 7% said to Simon, “Put out i water,
3A]l the people were amazeds and . 7.2 Mvw

said to each other, “What is this teach. ™ 10| iSimnn answere aster,” we've

ﬁ:gmmmuhmﬂrim;nmrnegtm_ _ =i '

orders to evil spirits and g Y
out!® 3And the news abouj

throughout the surroundin J

they caught
h that their
Ehey signaled
iboat to come
ime and filled

Jesus heals Peters mothy

4:38-41pp— Mt 8:14-17
4:38-43pp— MK 1:20.35

38lesus left the synagg pegan to sink.
to the home of Simon. - “___'_.'-' this, he fell
mother-in-law was suffer| = Go away from
fever, and they asked Jes nan!”s 'Ft_:-r he
3750 he bent over her am ere astonished
fever, and it left her. She | ad taken, %and
and began to wait on the n, the sons of

4When the sun was sf TS,
ple brought to Jesus all w Mo, "M
kinds of sickness, and I: you will catch
on each one,* he healed their boats up on
over, demons came out « d followed him.’
mulf: E;h:::dﬂm“mﬂ;f 1 with leprosy.
allow them to speak,’ bec b4
he was the Christ.¥

one of the towns,
“who was covered
i he saw Jesus, he
b the ground and
if you are willing,
ean,
' uut his hand and
" he
ind immediately the

4ZAL daybreak Jesus wi
tary place. The people W
him and when they ¢
was, they tried to keep h
them. 43But he said, “I o

good news of the kingdol

Was _,E{E_'_'I_T “And he ke
in the synagogues of Jude
ered him, “Don’t tell
ow yourself to the
sacrifices that Moses
pur cleansing, as 3 (es-

Jesus calls four fisher
to fallow,

§:0-1 [pp— ME £:15-22: Mk 1:18

One day as Jesus was

Lake of Gennesaret,)
ple crowding around him
the word of God,’ 2he sa
edge two boats, left the eoses, 19But Jesus often with-
men, who were washing § . i tirew to lonely places and prayed.»
got into one of the boats, the one heinn,g Wi 26 wdl Or

about him spread all
pat crowds of people
and to be healed of

Wessiah  wdd Or the land of the fews: so

ing to Simon, and asked him to put out . r.;.l.r_. Galilee  *1 That s, Sea
a little from shore. Then he sat down ek i dat S nr.-..1 plrul:}..r\:”“ 12 The Gres
and mught the D'E“Uph? from the boat.m (k3.2 necessarity leprosy o
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Jesus heals a paralytic. _5;”| .
L 1
Sl B-20pp— M 028 Mk 2:3-12 |r..|:!-:-f‘-

170ne day as he was teaching, Phar- Lx e:1¢ ki
isees and teachers of the law,* who had
come from every village of Galilee and s:20
from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting ‘1% 7:48:49
there. And the power of the Lord was
present for him to heal the sick.® '®5ome
men came carrying a paralytic on a mat
and tried to take him into the house to sitid
lay him before Jesus. '"When they could #jy, g.20
not find a way to do this because of the
crowd, they went up on the roofl and s.0¢
lowered him on his mat through the /Mio:8
tiles into the middle of the crowd, right
in front of Jesus.
20When Je:.-;us saw Lhataki

52
dlsa 43:25

T After this, Jesus went out and saw
a tax collector by the name of Levi sit- 6:2
ting at his tax booth. “Follow me"s ™' '
Jesus said to him, #%and Levi got up,
left everything and followed him» 73 .
2Then Levi held a great banquet for
Jesus at his house, and a large crowd _,
of tax collectors’ and others were eat- spev 24:59

1142

ing with them. 3%But the Pharisees and
the teachers of the law who belonged
to their sect/ complained to his disci-
ples, "Why do you eat and drink with
tax collectors and ‘sinners'?"*

Mfesus answered them, “It is not the
healthy who need a doctor, | hu: the sicl-'.

_I;u.j_nm_’.mp.eman_cf_

Jesus is questioned about fasting.

5:33-3000— M 01417 Mk 2:18.22

BThey said to him, “John’s disci-
plesm often fast and pray, and so do the
d:smples of the Pharisees, but yours go
and drinking,”

umawful on the Sabbam"‘“

3esus answered them, “Have you
never read what David did when he
and his companions were hungry?r
‘He entered the house of God, and
taking the consecrated bread, he ate
what is lawful only for priests to eats

And hL* also gave some to his compan-

Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

ions.” SThen Jesus said to them, “The E

80n another Sabbath® he went into .
the synagogue and was teaching, and a «
man was there whose right hand was °
shriveled. 7The Pharisees and the teach-
ers of the law were looking for a reason
to accuse Jesus, so they watched him
closely« to see if he would heal on the |

Sabbath.# 8But Jesus knew what they

were thinkinge and said to the man with 5
the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand "
in front of everyone.” So he got up and §

stood there.

*Then Jesus said to them, *[ ask you, -

which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do

good or to do evil, to save life or to

destroy 12"

10He looked around at them all, and
then said to the man, “Stretch out your »

hand.”" He did so, and his hand was

completely restored. !'But they were ®

furious/ and began to discuss with one
another what they might do to Jesus.

Selection of the twelve apostlies.

o:1 31— M 10:2-d: ME 3:16-10; Ac 1=

; =%, of those days Jesus went out

,cl" mtainside to pray, and spent 7
\ile I‘i praying to God.# 13When mom- _

» he called his disciples to him

and chose twelve of them, whom he
also designated apostles:® 14Simon s
(whom he named Peter), his brother °

Andrew, James, John, Philip, Barthol-

omew, "*Matthew,! Thomas, James son

of Alphaeus, Simon who was called wr)

the Zealot, "%judas son of James, and
Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

Healing and teaching the crowds,

G on Mr 5312

"He went down with them and stood

on & level place, A large crowd of his &

disciples was there and a great number
of people from all over Judea, from Je-
rusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and
Sidon,/ "®who had come to hear him

LA

and to be healed of their diseases. Those i 5.4

LUKE &:32

Love for enemies.

8:20, 30pp— Mt 5:30.42

27*Bul 1 tell you who hear me: Love
your enemies, do good to those who
hate you,” #*pless those who curse you,
pray for those who mistreat yous 2°[f
someong strikes you on one cheek, turn
to him the other also. If someone takes
your cloak, do not stop him from taking
your tunic. 3¥Give to everyone who asks
you, and if anyone takes what belongs
1o you, do not demand it back.t 3'Do to
others as vou would have them do to
you.s

2%1f you love those who love you,
what credit is that to you?” Even ‘sinners'

1S Laheek aiciean
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101.'2 those who love them. 3*And if you 634

do good to those who are good to you, A

what credit is that to you? Even ‘sin-

ners’ do that. 3And if you Jend to those 535
from whom you expect repayment, .p,q.s
what credit fs that to you? Even ‘sin- omk 5.7
ners’ lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting to be
repaid in full. 35But love your enemies, .
do good to them,® and lend to them ®s:
without expecting to get anything back, " >
Then vour reward will be great, and you 5.3,
will be sons of the Most High,? because Ro #:15:
he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked, Eph4:0:
%Be_merciful,* just as your Father/ is |y 3. 1.
merciful.

Judging others. EM1 7:1

837 42pp— Mr 7:0 5

6:38
(Py 79:12;
[sa 56,7
M 7:2:

Mk 4:24

6:38

Kb 15:14

3%He also told them this parable: “Can ﬁ::u, 0:24;

um m h“ |nm a p“tl -l-bﬂ imﬂﬁﬂ] lﬁ -

not above his teacher, but everyone who -4

Is fully trained will be like his teacher.’ "M 12:3
41"Why do you look at the speck of

sawdust in your brother's eve and pay e:4s

o attention o the piank in your own |7 %23

Y] |

eve? “*How can you say towour broth- ., .
er, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out
of your eye,” when you yourseiffallto
see the plank in your own eye? You b¥p- o, 3.1

lank o PMal 1:0;
gye EI!'Iﬁ !I]Ei:l you will Sﬂ_ﬂ_ﬁlﬂ![ to Mi 7:21
remove the speck from your brother's
eve. 6:47

A tree and its fruit. g 2
oo 3 ddpp— Mr F:fo, 18 20
[
43*No good tree bears bad fruit, nor a7
does a bad tree bear good fruit, “4Each
tree is recognized by ils own fruit= Peo- ..,
ﬂ]‘:ﬂo nﬂ[ DiCk_ﬂg@_i]’_Um_t_]‘mmhusheg Spy 10720

1144

or grapes from briers, “The good man
brings good things out of the good
stored up in his heart, and the evil man
hrtngs gvil things out uf the evil ﬂpﬂ;d

0;_[_1_&5 heart his mauth sneaks n

The wise and foolish builders.
o4 T-d0pp— Mr 7:24-27

4“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,'s
and do not do what | say?# 471 will show
you what he is [ike who comes to me

the r.:enlunnn sent lr'ends to say to him
“Lord, don't trouble yoursell, for | do
not deserve to have you come under
my roof. 7That is why | did not even
consider myself worthy to come to you.
But say the word, and my servant will
be healeds ®8For | myself am a man
under authority, with soldiers under me.
| tell this one, *Go,’ and he goes; and

a large crowd went along with him. '2As
he approached the town gate, a dead
person was being carried out—the only
son of his mother, and she was a wid-
ow. And a large crowd from the town
was with her. 1"When the Lord= saw
her, his heart went out to her and he
said, “Don't cry."

LUKE 7:27

1 3 In the car on the way to
° pre-k, Theo asks me, “Can
Waylon [our old dog that had recently
died] un-die?”

“No,” I acknowledge, “everything just

dies, unfortunately,” and he makes a
sound of disappointment like when
I tell him he can’t watch any more

videos, have a third cinnamon roll, or

that it’s time for a bath.

“What happens then?” he asks.

AndIadmit, “I don’t know,but I think

our bodies and thoughts remain
connected to everything, just in a
different way because our particles
will transition into other forms of
matter and energy.”

“Like Pokémon energy?” he demands,

excitedly. And I pause.

“Like Pokémon energy?” he asks again.

And I'm still pausing.
“Dad, like Pokémon energy?”

“Like Pokémon energy.”




LUKE 7:28

P

(=T = 1 1

Jesus forgives a sinful woman.

F37-I0Ref— Mr 26:0-1.3; Mk 14:3.0: In 12:1-8
Ll A2Ref— Mt 15:23-34

38Now one of the Pharisees invited
Jesus to have dinner with him, so he
went to the Pharisee'’s house and reclined
at the table. 3¥When a woman who had
lived a sinful life in that town learned
that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's
house, she brought an alabaster jar of
perfume, 3¥and as she stood behind him
at his feet weeping, she began to wet
his feet with her tears. Then she wiped
them with her hair, kissed them and
poured perfume on them.

¥When the Pharisee who had invit-

Mt 2zl

T:44

AGe 18:4;
19:2; 43:24;
Jdg 1921
In 13:4-14;
1Tl 5:10

745

Lk 22:47 48,

Rao 18:16

T:46
'Ps 23:5;
Ecc 7:8

T:48
Eptn 022

T:50

it 9:22;
Mk 5:34;
Li E:48
A 15:33

B:1
it 4:23
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give me ai;is,a’ Mﬂmﬁ:@m
the time [ ent

ing_my feet. ‘*’Im_d_d_no.l_p.ul_o_il_on
my head,/ but she ha

on my feet. “Therefore, | tell you, her
many sins have been forgiven—for she
loved much. But he who has been for-

“Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins
are forgiven.™

49The other guests began to S8y among
themselves, “Who is this who even
forgives sins?”

0Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith
has saved you;' go in peace."™

A parable: The sower.
8:d-15p0— My 13:2.23; Mk 4:1-20

n and village to another,
the good news of the
R Cod.n The Twelve were
( nd also some women who
had been cured of evil spirits and dis-

d27 Mal. 3:1 o4 A denariui was a coin worth
about a day’s wages

, Jesus traveled about from

LUKE 8:25

eases: Mary (called Magdalene)* from ®2 16“No one lights a lamp and hides it

mMmMWMMJhH JIL I ﬁﬁfl .Elj

Ypanna the wife of Cuza, the manager ¢ puts it o .

of Herod's® household; Susanna; and s:3

many others. These women were help- "Mt 14:1

ing to support them out of their own

means. 88
“While a large crowd was gathering cmunias

and people were coming to Jesus from

town after town, he told this parable: 3

“A farmer went out to sow his seed. AS .y, ;3.1
he was scattering the seed, some fell <1z o:9;
along the path; it was trampled on, and M 13:13.14
-birds of the air ate it up. *Some fell Jesus identifies his mother and
ey B:11 brothers.
Wi se_the /Heb 4:12
moisture, 701 u:.r o 8:10.20pp— Mt | 2:40-50; Mk 3:31-35

ther seed fell among thoms,
which grew up with it and choked the ..
plants. ®5till other seed fell on good soil. sy 1.0

"Now Jesus' mother and brothers
came to see him, but they were not able

H;m_uuuﬂﬂﬂdgﬂ_imﬂ_yﬂd@ to get near him because of the crowd.
sl WSomeone told him, “Your mother and

When he said lhis he called out, “ Amp19:23;  brothers! are standing outside, wanting
who has ears to hear, let him heat™  ime01017 to see you." '

21He replied, “My mother and broth-
ers are those who hear God's word and
put it into practice,"m

®His disciples asked him whal ﬂus

Jesus calms a storm at sea.

8:22-25pp— M: 8:23-27: ME 4:30-41
8:22-25Ref— Mk 8:47-52; In 6:16.21

" - another, “Who is{ He commands
Lk 58 even the winds and the water, and
and good heart, who hear the word, "1+ ¢35 they obey him.”
19410
retain it and by persevering produce a ;.. o-.0.
m Jnh 1:15 LI Isaiah 6:9

1147
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Demons sent into herd of pigs. f“‘ﬁ . ¥The man from whom the demons

8:26.37p0— M 82834 DMK 5.7 had gone out begged to go with him, but

8-26-30pp— Mk 5:1-20 Jesus sent him away, saying, ***Return

: home and tell how much God has done

26They sailed to the region of the Gera- _ .. for you,” So the man went away and told

senes,® which is across the lake from cp., . 12, all over town how much Jesus had done

Galilee. ¥When Jesus stepped ashore, 11: 11 for him.

he was met by a demon-possessed man ' "% 20:1,3

from the town. For a long time this man Jairus's daughter raised, and

had not worm clothes or lived in a house, woman healed.

but had lived in the tombs. *When he 3:’? 3231 Bd0-Stpp— Mt 91828 Mk <
saw Jesus, he cried out and fsll at his

feet, shnuting at the top of his voice, “Now whege"

owd

Snn
don't i¢
manddy
the mall

A4

WiWhen thil
what had haj$
reported this
side, *and thE
what had haphst!
to Jesus, theg [T
whom the deggf
ting at Jesus' M
right mind; ano
¥Those who had se %
how the demon-possoegrum
been cured. 37Then all T
the region of the Geraseiges

Jesus to leave them,s because they
were overcome with fear. So he got 4.

into the boat and left.

M want with me-lms. "o welcome ol ect:

. JIEE]
pt fell at
P comie 1o
¥y daughter,
d'ﬂng
y the crowds
And a woman
) heen subject to
¢ years,' but no one
1e came up behind
t edge of his cloak,/
bleeding stopped.
" Jesus asked.
L Mied it, Peter said,
aI'E crowding and

:gﬂmmngm

5eemg that she
H came trembling
presence of all
e had touched
en instantly
Qner, “Daugh:
wyou Go in

h[ng, some-
‘airus, the
,/’ ter is

teach-

Gefgrsmrs: also in verse 37 h2V Greek unciezn
43 Many manuscripts years, and she had speat alf
she had on dociors

LUKE 9:22

$'When he arrived at the house of 55}1
Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with ~""**
him except Peter, John and James# and B:52
the child's father and mother. **Mean- Lk 23:27
while, all the people were wailing and ' ™ v24;
mourning® for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus
said. “She is not dead but asleep."c  e:s4

$3They laughed at him, knowing that “'* !¢
she was dead, *4But he took her by the , ..
hand and said, "My child, get up!™ ep s
35Her spirit returned, and at once she
stood up. Then Jesus told them to give :
her something to eal. 58Her parents sny s.23:
were astonished, but he ordered them Lk 5:17
not to tell anyone what had happened.

9:2
L : Apae 12
Jesus sends the Twelve with power
and authority. 93
0-3-Spo— My [0:0-1 5 Mk 6:8-1] ,.: ..I:”.-'
0.7 Rop— Mr 14:0,2: ME 8:14-18 a

Jesus had called the Twelve />
ef, he gave them power and

o drive out all demons/ and to o:7
es,# dand he sent them out to "' '+
kingdom of God* and to heal ., |,
the sick. *He told them: “Take nothing for

the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, *2
N0 _money, no extra tunic.! ‘Whatever .., o
house you enter, stay there until you in 1:21
leave that town. S|f pecple do not wel-

come you, shake the dust off your feet ° ,. .

when you jeave their town, as a testimo-

oy against them."/ 5o they set out and 2:10

went from village to village, preaching the Mk #:30

gospel and healing people everywhere.
"Now Herod* the tetrarch heard about -1

all that was going on. And he was per- e 2M 3

plexed, because some were saying that i

John! had been raised from the deadm 1y, (1.0

Sothers that Elijah had appeareds and

still others that one of the prophets o 218

long ago had come back to lifes YBut ' ; — —

Herod said, *] beheaded John. Wha, s:10 ers, that one of the prophets of long ago

then, is this I hear such things abﬂqﬂ" "M 3: has come back to life."w

And he tried {o see him.» ¥ 20°But what about you?” he asked.
9:20 hﬂhﬂ.ﬂi}'&ﬁ'ﬂ"_imr

Jesus uses five loaves and two Jish o a0 Peter answered, “The Christ! of

to feed 5,000 men. poa God."x

2101700 — Mo 14:13-21: Mk 6:32-84; Jr 6.5 i Ajesus strictly warned them not to

0i13 1 7Ref 2Ki 44244 s:21 tell this to anyone.» 2And he said, “The

|.|l'l.'

'"When the apostles? returned, they 20 O Messiah

1149
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some who are standing here will not
t ey see in

of God."

The transfiguration.

P:28-36pp— M 1 7:1-8; Mk ¢:2-8

BAhnnt aioht Aswve sfrar [pql!s‘\a\id

L=}
spoken

The disciples kept this to themselves,
and told no one at that time what they
had seen.r

Jesus rebukes demon in boy.

1 4 Some months ago, after a
. family walk, my spouse
checked our little library where
neighbors leave and take books, built
and installed on a post in the yard
by my dad on a visit. She culled two
Bibles from it and surreptitiously
handed them off to me.I tossed them
into a box in the basement to deal
with another day.

By accident, while searching for
something, I come across them
and over my brain voice hear, “Try
reading it,” meaning the Bible, a copy
of which I hadn’t cracked since Youth
Group. But my parents have read the
Bible in its entirety more than once
and I'm sure they read passages every
day. “Try reading it” is the concluding
statement to an uncomfortable
conversation they started with me
over twenty years ago now, out of
concern for my lack of spirituality.

In the intervening years my
appreciation of my parents, of history,
of a broader sense of spirituality, and
of Jesus as a significant, anti-imperial
historical figure has grown, probably
in part because I am not regularly
around church people, including my
parents. And so curiosity peaks in me
enough to turn to the gospels.

Virtually all of the gospel stories are
instantaneously recognizable and
even skimming them lights up a
multitude of images and memories
of illustrated versions of these
accounts and the times I was told
them in Sunday School. As an adult

I don’t differentiate between these
illustrated versions and the gospel
writers’ obvious allusions to the
Hebrew Bible. The torture of Jesus,
symbol of love and acceptance, for
the purpose of the state’s need to
separate and maintain authority
over humans with fear and the threat
of suffering is the only thing that
affects sadness in me.

Yet lessons in the body’s realness and
its capacity for physical and symbolic
pain began as much for me with The
Empire Strikes Back. When Luke splits
the gut of his tauntaunin order to crawl
insideits flesh and survive the extreme
climate. In the scene that follows with
Luke nearly naked in the tank of liquid,

Jesus lacks place to lay his head.

&5 7 -A80p0— A 8:10-22

STAs they were walking along the
road,/a man sald to him, “I will follow

you wherever you go."
replied, “Foxes have holes and
birds of the air have nests. but the Son

of Man* has no place
He said to
low me.™
But the m
me 20 and e
esus
their oy
claim U
A5 -
Lord;
good-k
2],
nand o
{l ] 8

Warkers for God

(k175

15,21 200 MY J 12021 2%.27

LUKE 1:17

being doctored by a droid—how the
body looks dead, bloated and floating
in a formaldehyde-like substance.
Then there is the carbon freezing,
living entombment alive of Han Solo.
And the lopping off of Luke’s hand by
his own father’s slicing lightsaber.

But the one that got to me most is
the unveiling of Anakin Skywalker
beneath Darth Vader’s helmet in
Return of the Jedi. It didn’t occur to
me that a human was buried within
that grave costume until the mask
came off and the hairless, ghastly
pale, baggy-eyed person with those
pink and gnarled scars appears and
speaks without the cyborg mouth-
plate connected around his lips. It
was as if the maintenance of his
image of power was an ongoing
bodily torture endured, which tracks
somewhat with Jesus being ritually
killed to maintain order while
symbolically providing cover for the
enduring lizard brain of humanity.
k! o o VO
ES Ll Were
[l D TTOMed
U [dVE
SECKCION
[Ore ear-
dgment
pernaum,
hkies? No
fhs.°




LUKE 10:18

what you see but did not see it, and to
id not hear it "1

A parable: The Good Samaritan.

10:25-28pp— Mi 22:34-40; Mk 12:28-31

#50n one occasion an expert in the
law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he

asked, “what must | do to inherit eter- |

nal life?"

2“What is written in the Law?" he 0

replied. "How do you read it?”

2THe answered: “‘Love the Lord your

God with all your heart and with all 7
your soul and with all your strengthand

with all your mind'?;/ and, ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself,"s"*

28*You have answered correcthy,” Jesus -

replied. “Dao this and you will live,™

/Dn 85
Elevi®as;
Mt 5:43

10:28
v 1855

29But he wanted to justify himself,™ say 4.3

50 he asked Jlesus, “And who is my
neighbor?”

3[n reply Jesus said: “A man was
going down from lerusalem to lericho,
when he fell into the hands of robbers.
They stri him of his cloth

10:42

pg 274

L H

him and went away, leaving him half »u 3.2

1152

Mary and Martha with Jesus.

384s Jesus and his disciples were on
their way, he came to a village where a
woman named Marthar opened her
home to him. 3*She had a sister called
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet- lis-
tening to what he said. “*But Martha
was distracted by all the preparations
that had to be made. She came to him
and asked, “Lord, don't you care: that
my sister has left me to do the work by
myself? Tell her to help me!"

41“Martha, Martha,” the Lord an-
swered, “you are worried: and upset
about man 4Zbut only one thing
is needed.** Mary has chosen what s

better, and it will not be taken away
from her."

The Lord’s model prayer.

1 1:2-4pp— M 8:9-13

day Jesus was praying* in a
in place. When he finished,
Q27 Lev, 19:18 3§ Greek o

J home manuscripts baf few things ane
heetded —or only one

one of his disciples said to him, “Lord,2
teach us to pray, just as John taught his
disciples.”

#He said to them, "When you pray,

ive evervone who

L3

sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation,'"d
Reward for boldness.

1191 3pp— M 72701

5Then he said to them, “Suppose one
MM goes to him
at midnight and savs, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves of bread, *because a friend
Ol [Mine o
dlld dve

T“Then ti
bother me
and ]
Can’t ge

o1l ¥o
EIYe DU
friend
ness* [e

though
Em.x'

Jesus 3

T1:04,15,
11:17-22p)

11:1
*n 13:13

11:2
O 3:2

11:4

EMt 18:35;
Mk 11:25
I 261

Jas 1:11

11:15

ek

Jesiis was drivingotita demon that Jn 1131

1153

LUKE 11:28

drive them out? So then, they will be
your judges: 2°But if I drive out demons
by the finger of God,» then the king-
dom of God~ has come to you.
21*When 2 strong man, fully armed,

£ *Then it

(go in and
andition of
irsL."»

ie things, a
it, “Blessed
| birth and

il fxl.<~:,.ll. Bew

224 reel paclean
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Request for a miraculous sign. 11:29

H1:20-3200-— Mr 12:30-42 M

Az the crowds increased, Jesus said, M1 16:2

ing of lonah,® -_l[uﬂr'w ol
is here.

The lamp of the body. Lk 12:20

T34 35pp— Mt 8:22 23

33*No ope lights a lamp and puts it *
in a place where it will be hidden, or Iac 10
under a bow], Instead he puts it on jts 11:42
stand, so that those who come in may , *'*"
see the Jight.” 3Your eye is the lamp of
your body. When your eyes are good, “Mi23.23
your whole body aiso is full of light. 11.ea

But when they are bad, your body also *

is full of darkness. **See to it, then, that | ‘.__

the light within you is not darkness. zo.4s

’*Therefara__d_vour whole body is full i 44

of light, and no part of it dark, it will be « ;

completely lighted, asw en the light of 145

a lamp shines on you.”
11:48

Proclamation of six woes. Mt 234

ol A 1, T

| in and reclined at the tahle./
Pharisee, noticing that Jesus }|;*°
.51 wash before the meal,#s was a1 23
surpnsed Mr23:.34
3Then the Lord* sald to him, "Nm-.' 11:51

made the outside make the ms:ﬁﬂ_m

1154

12:18 30

= lesus had finished speaking, a L o
wvited him to eat with him; , .5

41But gwe what js inside the dish,® to
the poor,* and everything will be clean
for you. /

_Ealﬁst_mncﬁ_a.uﬂ_
You should have practiced the Ja[ er
without leaving me_qrrrer_u_udaniﬂ

the synagogues and greetings in the
marketplaces.»

“4*Woe to you, because you are like
unmarked graves,s which men walk
over without knowing {£."

450ne of the experts In the law- an-
swered him, “Teacher, when you say

" these mings, you Insult us also.”

4“Jesus replied, “And vou experts in
the law, woe to you, because you load
people down with burdens they can
hardly carry, and you yourselves will

not lift one finger to help them.
“7"Woe to you, because you build

tombs for the prophets, and it was voyr
forefathers who killed them, “350 you
testify that vou approve of what v

53\When Jesus left there, the Phar
isees and the teachers of the law began

to oppose him fiercely and to besiege 17:34

him with questions, Swaiting to catch ' ,'%'"

him in something he might say.2

12:1
Jesus' warning against hypocrisy.  ®Mt 166,11

12; Mk 8:15

22 O — Mt 10:26-33

»

mmu@_as;amst IIILEEB.ELM-J.I!I e
Tler 17010
Iy api Lk 11:40

be forgiven.* Plob 27:8

W ﬂﬁﬂ Vou are. -bmﬂgill i_]E re syn- ‘?E_-.I_-,f.l f
agogues, rulers and authorities, do not
worry about how vou will defend your- 12 2
selves or what you will say,/Mor the " °
Holy Spirit will teach you af that time

12:24
what you should say, " $ab 38:41;

Ps 1470
The rich fool.

12 2"

135omeone in the crowd said to him, *1Ki 1«

1155

LUKE 12:28

“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.”

"4Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed
me a judge or an arbiter between voy?"
5Then he said to them, "Watc h out! Be

(i Wiie Oiiaee 0 I

n-

Pl ey TR oy Gl

imw muh_mnm_niuihlﬁ mumem
birds! 25Who of you by worrying can
add a single hour to his life*? 2¢Since
you cannot do this very little thing,
why de you worry about the rest?
#“Cansider how the lilies grow. They
do pot labor or spin. Yet 1 tell vou, not
gven Solomon in all his splendor: was
dressed like one of these, 28|f that is
how God clothes the grass of the field,

which is here today, and tomorrow is

& Orreek Mty JTTarsy e 28 Or single cubir fo hiy
ko
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KMt 621

12:37
i : e 24:42,48;
Readiness for service. 25.13
12:35, 36pp— Mr 25:1-13: Mk 13:33:37 "Mt 20:28
12:30,40; 42-dépp— Mr 24:43.51
12:39

350 v Tkt 6210
kmmmm I'Th 5:2;

c 12:40
open the door for him, 371t will be good °Mk 13:33;
for those servants whose master finds * 2!
them watching when he comes! I tell 5.4,
you the truth, he will dress himself to #ix 7.13
serve, will have them recline at the

table and will come and wait on them.» }*4®
3.{! H l I E ] @ver 40

whose master find if 12:a7

he comes in the second or third watch of " 25:2

the night. 3But understand this: [fthe i

ownet of the house had known at what ., <., 7.

hour the thiel~ was coming, he would % 15:2730
b

4You also must be ready,e because the /%
Mk 10:38
Son of Man will come at an hour when i 19:30

“IPeter asked, “Lord, are you telling 1253
this parable to us, or to everyone?” Mt 10:21
4iThe Lord» answered, “Who then is
the faithful and wise manager, whom '2:
the master puts in charge of his servants " o2
I . 12:56

to give them their food allowance at the
proper time? 43]t will be Mt 16:3

1156

servant whom the ds doj
when he returns. *4[ tell you the truth,

Not peace but division.
25 1-53pp— Mt [0:34-30

§7n 12:58

what s Hight? **As you are going with “*****

vour adversary to the magistrate, Uy 12:5

hard to be reconciled to him on the way, 'M: 52
Mk 12:42

the judge turn you over o the officer, 131
and Ihg Ei;g[ ;Dm !mn “HQ Edsu‘n a T 272
59 tell you, you will not get out until 5,
you have paid the [ast penny.'™® djn 0:2.3

Jesus teaches repentance. 13:4

Q71

L : e Uld 13:24
she straightened up and praised God. rmu 7:13
1157

LUKE 13:25

14[ndignant because Jesus had healed
on the Sabbath, the synagogue rulerm
sajd to the people, “There are six days
for work.r So come and be healed on
those days, not on the Sabbath.”
5The Lord answered him, “‘Eu
MMMM.Q[ you on th
MIE_D_S_QE_QL'H_QDEIIM_DE
slall an;i lead it out to give it water?o
19Then should not this woman, a daugh-
ter of Abraham,» whom Satans has kept

150 Greek depton 527 Greek three sifas |probably
about 1/2 bushel or 22 fiters)




LUKE 13:26
“But he will answe, “I don't know 1325
m [ : :. .. r e

" 26"Then i W

streels.’ i
#7*But he will reply, I don’t know you

or Wi . Aw M 13:28

me, all you evildoers!'s T 8:12
#“There will be weeping there, and ,, .,

gnashing of teeth,c when you see Abra- <u e

13:30
M1 1930

ets in the kingdom of God, but you
yourselves thrown out. **People will
come from east and west? and porth 13:31
and south, and will take their places at /M 14:1
the feast in the kingdom of God. ...,
Indeed there are those who are last cyep 2.1
who will be first, and first who will be

last. " 13:33
Jesus shows sorrow for Jerusalem. ..,
3:34, 35pp— Mt 23:37.30 "MLI3T

P 3:34 35Ref— Lk [ 041
13:35
31At that time some Pharisees came /jer 12:17;

to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this ?*°

ks 118:20:

lace and go mmewlmm else Herodf ., 219,

'Te ) -:'
'--"..-A.. ¥l

-4 f
o T Lt ~ o
T =

Fhattsee,
watched.m 2There in front of Il

are mvltgﬂ take the lowest place, so
that when your hgﬂ_mma._nufﬂum
to_you, ‘Friend, move up 10 a better
place." Then you will be honored in the

Pﬂ‘ﬂ*—e_nf_ all_your [ﬂlnw guests,
Bl [V ho exalts himsel mu

f gsannies him-

¥ S0me manascripls dankey

many guests. '7At the time of the ban-
quet he sent his servant to tell those
who had been invited, ‘Come, for every-
thing is now ready.’

18“Byt they all alike began 1o make °M: 21:43

excuses. The first said, ‘'l have just '

bought a field, and [ must go and see t,
Please excuse me.’

19“ Another said
five yoke @t‘ oxen, arn;l I'mon nw way to

204t m@mLst_iLummma
ried, so [ can't come.’

#1“The servant came back and report- L

ed this to his master. Then the owner of
the | hnuse became angry and ngmﬁ Iu'q

and_aheﬁ_r.mvﬂf the ..HMELE
mi_the__mmﬂuwg
lame,"s

2'Gir" the se
ordered has been done, but there is still
room.’

23*Then the master told his servant,
‘Go gut 1o the roads and country lanes
and make them come in, o that my
house will be full, #4 tell you, not one
T I ited wi

a taste of my banquet,'™

The cost of following Jesus.

¥ s were traveling with
g to them he said: 2¢°]f
me and does not hate

ither, his wife and
thers and sisters—yes,

rvant said, ‘what you

cannot be my dis-

157

|, ‘[ have just bought <m: 10

14:35

EME 513
TRAL 11415

15:1
Lk 5:29

15:2
IML®:11

15:3

kpar13:3

15:9

Wer o
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is able with ten mnugﬂ men. 10 oppose
in in
thousand? *2]f he Jﬁ not able, he will
send a delegation while the other is still
2 long way off and will ask for terms of
peace. ¥n the same way, any of you
ﬂhﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂfjﬁﬁﬂw
il

34¥Salt is good, but if it loses its saltj-
Efﬁi,ji'-'z'_l’.‘an it be rnadf '*ralty aga'zn"'
THEIILIFE DIiE it is thrown out.s

“He who has ears to hear, let him
hear."

A parable: The lost sheep.

7] tell vou that in the same way there
will | be rnure Trejoicing in heaven over

ty-nine righteous persons who do_not
need to repent.”

A parable: The lost coin.

8Or suppose a woman has ten silver
coins’ and loses one. Does she not light
2 lamp. sweep the house and search
carefully until she finds it? “And when
she finds it, she calls her friends and
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice
with me; [ have found my lost coin.’
"[n the same way, I tell you, there is
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the sea with a milistone tied around his }7:2

neck than for him to cause ope of these |,

and if b forgive him.¢ 4If he sins 5y"'% 1
against you seven times in a ,_,:,i"g:"-', :
en times comes back (o you and says, ‘[ 17:4
mh_lgxglﬁhlm M 18:21,22

5The apostles/ said to the Lord,s }'°

s MMk 6:30
“Increase our faith! ELk 7:13

SHe replied, “If you have faith as 17

small a5 a mustard seed," you can say to "Mt 1331

17204

this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and ;53190
planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.! ‘m: 21:21
7“Suppose one of you had a servant M« 9:23

: : 17:8
W L Mk 12:37

plowing or looking after the sheep.
Would he say to the servant when he 17.1g

C i § k1Co 016

now and sit down to eat'? *Would he not 7!

Lk 9:51

‘Prepare m E miyo:51,52;

/ while 1 eat jn 434
1712
mage 8:2

46
1713
PLk 55
17:14
Tlev 1d:2
M Bl
17:15
Py 08
1716
M1 10:5
17:19
M 9:22
17:20
e 1121
© Fyer 23
17:22
Wt 8:20
"ML 915
Lk 5:35
17:23
¥ 24:23;
Mk 13:21
Lk 21:8
1724
Ehit 24:27
1725
ML 1821
oLk 9:22;
iI-'|I_-
Mk 13:30;
s Lk21:32

17:26

'gnur faith ngs_.a_e_mu well,"
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Olav 13:45,

FGe 19:1-28

Jesus teaches about the second
coming.

| 7:268,27pp— Mr 24:37.3¢

r

in_the fleld should go back for any-
thing.¢ 3*Remember Lot wife!* *Who

ever tries to keep his life will lose it,
serve it.! 4] tell you, on that night two

17:30.041 10:23: 16:27: 24:3,27,37,39; 25:31
1Co 1:7; ITh 2:19; 2Th 1:7: 2:6; 2Pe 3:4; Rev 17
17:31 EML 24:17,18; Mk 13:15-16

17:32 MGe 19:26 17:337n 12:25

12 Thee Greek ward was used Tor various diseass
affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy,
amongy  Odd Some manuscripts do not have i bl
iyt

le wi i 17:25

I 1 I ] ] E 35:E d iy 24-41
will be grinding grain together; one will ;%7
Epy 24:28

r*a
18:1

37“Where, Lord?™ they asked. Clsa 40:31;

Ac 1:14;
Ro 12:12;
z . Eph 0:18;
The unjust judge Col 4:2:
and the persistent widow. | Th 5:17
18:3
ez 1117
18:5
TR
18:6
Ry L7013
187

He replied, “Where there is a dead Lx 11:55;
body, there the vultures will gather."*

Ps BE:1;
Rew fe 10
16:8
hpae 8:20
Mt 16:27
18:9
/LK 16:15
k12 65:5
18:10
FAe 3:1
181

DEr COmny:
SAnd the Inrd!sall.‘; “Listen to what mm: o:5;
the unjust judge says, 7And will not God M- 1:23

18:12
: a Mlsa 58:3;
_hg;n[gu_unm d Lot
uttin '_LEIl OMal 3:8;
that j Lk 11:42

quickly, However, when the Son of 18:13
Man* comes,' will he find faith on the | *% %7

" =IHLE

earth? Lk 23:48

Ik 5:32:

Prayers of the Pharisee and ITi 1:15
the tax collector, 18:14

ML 23:12;
"To soime who were confident of their Lk 141
own righteousness/ and looked down on -f,'.'f’.ﬂ.zc
ewmdrﬂse * Jesus told this parables "' <
19“Two men went up to the temple (0

16:18

BEx 22:23%:

LUKE 18:25

heaven, but beat LLMU and saJ{i

i i 0on_m

M—mﬁjﬂﬂ&_ﬁmﬁﬂﬂiﬂ

Jesus and the little children.
F8:1 51 Fpp— My [ 0:] 1-15: Mk 11318

15People were also bringing babies o
Jesus to have him touch them. When the

answered. “No one is good— except God
alone, *You know the commandments:
‘Do not commit adultery, do not murder,
do not steal, do not give false testimony,
honor vour father and mother,'""*

21%All these | have kept since [ was a
boy,” he said.

#When Jesus heand this, he said to
him, “You still lack one thing, Sell every-
M—w &

u wi in heay
#3When he heard this, he became
very sad, because he was a man of great
wealth. 2Jesus looked at him and said,
“How hard it is for the rich to enter the
kingdom of God!~ 25Indeed, it is easier

¢ for & camel to go through the eye of a

peedle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God."

r15 Some manuscripts B T men
feld; one will be taken and the ot

'} Orie 20 Exodus 20:02-16; Deut
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Healing of the blind man.

1 8:35-d 3pp— Mt 20:20-3d; Mk ] 0:d6-52

1 5“My name is Luke and I was
bornin 1976.” I overhear a

friend dryly say to someone who had
just asked him if he likes Star Wars.
There are several of us standing semi-
circled, wearing summer blazers,
condensating pint glasses cupped
in our palms. An Empire Strikes Back
pinball machine and other games
bounce their dings and vividly
colored lights throughout the back
room of the bar.

I'm amused by the question, the
questioner, and Luke’s reply. Luke’s
straight face in response and the

1164

partly joyful, part-judgmental gleam
inmy eyes are what I recall. This small
moment was over a decade ago and I
can’t place who asked the question.
Yet the memory of it has come up
several times since overhearing that
fragment of conversation.

Whataboutit stillarrests my curiosity
today? Then,Ifound it funny that one
adult man would ask this of another
adult man. I would be embarrassed
to ask about something so culturally
widespread. Such questions posed by
one kid to another or group of kids I
recall as tests of shared connections
or to inspire play. The process is
basically the same for adults, I guess.
Plus plenty of adults see the later
Star Wars franchise films, made for
multiple generations. But even as
a small boy I would rarely inquire
about another boy’s affinities. I
would assume their interests—both
by supposing what they were and by
adopting them.

And so now I think it may be that
I supposed and assumed Luke’s
dominance and therefore my own as
well. Luke and I share many identity
characteristics. Like me, he is a forty-
four-year-old, white, straight, cis,
able-bodied man with a spouse, who
has an academic job, and a child the
same age as mine; we are about the
same, average height, and the same,
average weight; both of us have full
heads of hair and full beards that are
graying. He is who I am, only more
stalwart and funny.

What I believe I know, I believe Luke
also knows, and not because I've
asked him a lot of questions.

1s“He was made king, however, and 1917
returned home. Then he sent for the o, . 1
gervants to whom he had given the
wdm;ﬂm 19:21
Wm_ 324

“The first one came and said, 'Sig,
your mina has earned ten more.’ 12
'7*‘Well done, my good servant!™* his ety
hdt 25:26
1]‘_1,;5LWQETJ19 ;|1 | ggﬂ sma“ maﬂﬂ; iﬂ}j{"
mamuf_wﬂ_mies, 19:26

Mﬂi‘ﬂdiﬂﬂ‘lm_ﬁ'_. Mt 13:02:

3520

mj_ruuas_ezmgg five more,’

198 Llie —=abam_amoiico T L

to.be king over them—nbring them here

and kil them in front of me."" i
Lk 13

The Triumphal Entry.

10-20-38p0— Mr 2520 Q- Mk 110010 18:43 -
1035 38pp—In 12:1 215 f 1

ZEAfter Jesus had said this, he went '
on ahead, goifg up to Jerusalem.s *°As
he approached Bethphage and Bethany® 4.4
gt the hill called the Mount of Olives,/ he ps 1379
sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ’."' 24:2
%“Go to the village ahiead of you, and as |+ 71 ,.'
you enter it, you will find a colt tied v1pe 212
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there, which no one has ever ridden.
Untie it and bring it here. 'l anyone
asks you, "Why are you untying it?’ tell
him, ‘The Lord needs it.""

3Those who were sent ahead went
and found it just as he had tofd them./
N As they were untying the colt, its own-
ers asked them, “Why are you untying
the colt?”

MThey replied, “The Lord needs it.”

35They brought it to Jesus, threw their
cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it.
38As he went along, people spread their
P P arn b peed

a4

P e 1 R A T
against you and encircle you and hem
you in on every side.” *“They will dash
you 10 the ground, you and the children
within your walls+ They will not leave
one stone on another,' because you did
mmmmwu
fo you,

"3 208, Jesus’ clearing of the temple.

[0S ddpp— M 20:02-10; Mk T1:1518; fn 20318

4Then he entered the lemple area

and began driving out those who
were selling. "It is written,” he said

v 38 Psalm 1 18:20
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to them, “‘My house will be a house of 19:46
ﬁ;h!!:[g“ hﬂ Ve m aug-l -i ﬂi] |I5-ar‘:-tl
of obbers, "3 :
47Every day he was teaching at the
temple.c But the chief priests, the teach- 19:47
ers of the law and the leaders among the
people were trying to kill him.s 45Yet u
they could not find any way to do it, be-
cause all the people hung on his words. -

L1 H
I.'.

EhdL 26:55
MLk B:1

A..al

mUZd,_iﬂLJJ]ﬂ_‘r‘_” n 20:21
threw him out. In 3:2

$3*Then_the owner of the vineyard
said, “What shall | do? [ will send my
m_MJIJm;m perhaps they will
14“But when the tenants saw him,
they talked the matter over. ‘This is the
heir,” they said, *Let’s kill him, and the
inheritance will be ours,’ '5So they threw
him out of the vineyand and killed him,

“What then will the owner of the
yineyard do to them? "*He will come
mikill.mm%ﬂm* and give the vine-
yard to others,

When the people heard this, they said,
“May this never be!"

"Jesus looked directly at them and
asked, "

The teachers of the law and the
chief priests looked for a way to arrest
hims immediately, because they knew
he had spoken this parable against them,
But they were afraid of the people.r

Taxes fo Caesar.
20:20-20pp— M 22:15-22: Mk 121317

#3He saw through their duplicity and
said to them, 24“Show me a denarius.
Whose portrait and inscription are
on it?"

25%Caesar's,” they replied.

wdd [saigh 56:7 x40 Jer 11 w17 Or
comersfione £ 17 Psalm 118:22

God's.”

whnat
astonis
silent. &S

He said to them, “Then give to Caesar 2_0_25 .
what is Caesar's,” and to God what is

20They were unable to trap him in

ResurS

. 2 " : 214
Questioning about fesus’ sonship. s A

2004 1-47pp— M 22:41-237 Mk 1 2:3540
#1Then Jesus said to them, “How is 216
it that they say the Christ® is the Son of "k 19:44
1167
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pereone of them will be CRIOW
T Teacher,” they asked, “when will
these things happen? And what will be
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the sign that they are about fo (ake ‘2]‘13' ik

place?”
8He replied: “Watch out that you are 21:10

not decefved, For many will come in my ©*¢" !5
Isa 19:2

L] ¥ L
time is near' Do not follow them.s 2':1!
£ Clan 20:5;
Joel 2:30

21:13
dphp 1212

21:14

none of your adversaries will be able
to resist or contradict. 'You will be
betrayed even by parents, brothers, rel-
atives and friends,# and they will pul

&3 Ur race

37Each day Jesus was teaching at the 1,1, |4
ternple,? and each evening he went out® zz.3
to spend the night on the hill called the 'M:4.1u
Mount of Olives,/ 3and all the people &, "' .
came early in the morning to hear him 3 4
at the temple.# i

Conspiracy to kill fesus

2w M 2ot s Mk 1402000 2.7

— . . -

Bread on which the Passover lamb had -

22 .24

to be sacrificed.” 8esus sent Peter and 1. v 54

John,» saying, “ mak ard- .

tions for us to eat the Passover.” ooy e®
"“Where do you want us to prepare “mk o:3s;

for it?" they asked. Lk 448
'0He replied, “As you enter the city, a i, x4
man carrying a jar of water will meet

, :':.
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you. Follow him to the house that he
. enters, ''and say lo the owner of the
" house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the
guest room, where | may eat the
Passover with my disciples?’ '*He will
show you 2 large upper room, all fur
nished. Make preparations there.”
3They left and fotnd things just as

Jesus had told them. rSutlwprepmd
the Passover.

19When the hour came, Jesus and his
apostlese reclined at the table.r "SAnd
he said to them, *| have eagerly desired

to eat this Passover with you before |
suffer.s '%For I tell you, 1 will not eat it
again until it finds fulfiliment in the

17After taking the cup, he gave thanks
and said, “Take this and divide it among

1%And he took bread, gave dﬂanks and
broke it,* and gave it to them, saying,

Inﬂis.mLMiﬂmJﬂuou, do this

“In the same way, after the supper he
took the cup, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in_my blood, which is
poured out for you. *'But the hand of
him who is going to betray me s with

to that man who betrays him.® #*They
began to question among themselves
which of them it might be who would
do this.

#Also a dispute arose among them as
to which of them was considered to be

"° greatest.r #Jesus said to them, “The

and those who exercise authority over
them call themselves Benefactors, 26But
you are not (o be like that. Instead, the

and the one who rules like the
one who serves.* 'For who is greater,



LUKE 22:30

on you a kingdom,* just as my Father 22:29
conferred one on me, *so that you may oo 215
eat and drink at my table in my King:

dom® and sit on thrones, judging the 22:30

twelve tribes of Israel.c oL r ke -?;
31*Simon, Simon, Satan has asked?10
i 2 22::n
sift you' as wheat. 2But | have prayed i
for you,/ Simon, that your faith may not ., .o
fall. And when you have turned back,
strengthen your brothers.”# 292
*3But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to ;" ;"""
go with you to prison and to dEEUl " fn 2101517
Mlesus answered “] to .
- 22:33
Bim 11516
22-35
M 109, 10:
Lk 9:3: 10:4
22:37
sz 53:12
22:39
22:40
TR
22:41
ALk 18:11
22:42
opdr 20-22
P 26:39
Jesus' torment on the Ezn‘irl :
Mount of Olives. M 1:13
240 40pp— M? Z0:30-40; Mk 14:32-42 9248

¥lesus went out as usualt to the
Mount of Olives,’ and his disciples fol- 22:49
lowed him. 4On reaching the place, *ver 38
he said to them, “Pray that you will not ,..c»
fall into temptation."= 4'He withdrew tver 4
about a stone’s throw beyond them, =
knelt down~ and prayed, **“Father. if vy, .55
you are willing, take this cup® from me; *in12:27
yet not my will, but yours be done,"» "M%
43An angel from heaven appeared to him =
and strengthened him.s **And being 22:54
in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, j;-"'_-’-f":_‘*]_?i
and his sweat was like drops of blood ., ., <s.
falling to the ground.” Mk 14:54;
#5When he rose from prayer and went !0 1815
back to the disciples, he found them ;.55
asleep, exhausted from sorrow. **Why <Lk 23:0
1170

are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get
up and pray so that you will not fall into

temptation, ™

Jesus’ betrayal and arrest.

22:d7-53pp— Mr 20:47-50; Mk | 4:43-50: fn 18:3-11

Peter’s great denial.

22:55-620p— Mt 26:00-75; M 18:06-72;
In 1810182527

54Then seizing him, they led him away
and took him into the house of the high
priest.= Peter followed at a distance.r
55But when they had kindled a fire in the
middle of the courtyard and had sat
down together, Peter sat down with them.
38/ servant girl saw him séated there in
the firelight. She looked closely at him
and said, “This man was with him."

57But he denied it. “Woman, I don't
know him," he said.

SBA little later someone else saw him

and said, “You also are one of them.”
“Man, | am not!" Peter replied.
$9About an hour later another asserted,
“Certainly this fellow was with him,
for he is a Galllean."s

13] The Greek s plaral. 937 lsadai 53:12
rdd Some early manuscripts do nod have verses 43 and 44

0Peter replied, “Man, | don't know 22 Ej.
what you're talking about!” Just as he .-’
was speaking, the rooster crowed, %'The 225
Lords turned and looked straight at 2%
Peter. Then Peter remembered the o
wond the Lord had spoken to him: “Be- 7" .,
fore the rooster crows foday, you Will < 27.1.
disown me three times."™® ®2And he Mk 15
went outside and wept bitterly. 22:68

fik 20:3-8

The guards mock Jesus. 22:69

B

22:03.85pp— M 26:07,08; Mk 14:65; fn 18:22,23

3The men who were guarding Jesus ;
began mocking and beating him. *They
blindfolded him and demanded, “Prog}
esyl Who hit you?" ¢SAnd they 3
many other insulting things to hirg

Jesus appears before Pilate
and Herod.

22:07-71 pp— M

LUKE 23:22

4Then Pilate announced to the chief
priests and the crowd, *I find no basis
for a charge against this man.™

sBut they insisted, “He stirs up the
people all over Judeak by his teaching.
He started in Galllees and has come all
the way here,”

¢0n hearing this, Pilate asked if the
man was a Galilean.» "When he learned
that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdic-
tion, he sent him to Herods who was
also in Jerusalem at that time.
#When Herod saw Jesus, he was
ly pleased, because for a long time

heen wanting to see him.s From
Reard about him, he hoped
g some miracle. YHe

: quesuum. but

¢ has done noth-
. ¥Therefore, | will
‘then release him.™
voice they cried out,
s man! Release Barabbas
Barabbas had been thrown
Pn for an insurrection in the
i for murder.)

anting to release Jesus, Pilate ap-
ed to them again. 2'But they kept
ting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!"
#For the third time he spoke to

them: “Why? What crime has this man

eaialy; B0 N verses 15

of af the fews 18 Som




LUKE 23:23

committed? | have found in him no 2322 %The soldiers also came up and

grounds for the death penalty. There- '’ mocked him.» They offered him wine
=1 :

23:26

fore 1 will have him punished and
release him."s
Z3But with loud shouts th

ar » and said, *If you are the king
Jews,s save yourself.”

here was a written notice above
hich read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE

pne of the criminals who hung
hurled insults at him: “Aren't you
hrist? Save yourself and us{"s

put the other criminal rebuked him.,
't you fear God," he said, “since

tently demanded that he be
and their shouts prevailed,
decided to grant their dem .. "
released the man who had bed e, JREH
into prison for insurrection -
der, the one they asked for |

rendered Jesus to thelr will. )

o 0T 0 yuu are under the same sentence? 4'We

Crucifixion of the King. 23:31 are punished justly, for we are getting

2 A=~ N 2P M 153230 Fo 100124 ;;;;; :;a;ﬂuﬂuer !Ele[?t@s desewe.“ﬂut this man
. . ki A othing wrong."

2875 they led him away, they seized Ixf,ﬁa_{, 18, 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me

Simon from Cyrene,* who was on his mx1527;,  when you come into your kingdom.o"

way in from the country, and put the In %18 “Jesus answered him, “] tell vou the
cross on him and made him carry it 3~ truth, today vou will be with me in
behind Jesus.c 37A large number of peo- xs5.cs  paradise.”

ple followed him, including women 'Ps22:18
who mourned and walled? for him. 235~ Jesus’ death.
#jesus turned and said to them, “Daugl ~lo ' a0 s

fLk B2 nod have this se odZ Some manuscripis
One."n 'Ps 3811 covme wilth your kingly' power

a member P 3 good and
upright or . consented
to their He came
from tl \rimathea
and he ngdom of
God.= ! asked for
Jesus' | it down,
Wrapp placed it
inate in which
no ol M)t was
Prepa sbath was
about

5571 come with
Jesus fi loseph and
saw the ady was laid
in fr. 5¢ ne and pre-
pared s ¢ But they
rested « )edience to
the com

The victorious resurrection.

[ Opgr— Mt 28:1-8; ME 10:1-8; fn 20:1-8

6 My parents made a visit
l o U from five states away,
bringing with them four large, blue,
plastic storage tubs containing all
my childhood possessions—every
book, action figure, trading card, and
drawing—kept to one day return to
me. This is that day.Idon’t know why
it’s surprising that the whole of these
are so deeply Christian and artifacts
of other mainstream culture like
Star Wars because that was indeed
my indoctrination coming up. But in
digging through the tubs with Theo
at my side, what freezes my feelings
is how immediately drawn to these
childhood possessions he becomes.
And again, this should come as no
surprise because they are a kid’s toys
and picture books, after all.

Atthetimelwas seeinga psychologist
who told me that in parenting I
would relive human development
through my child. Then I thought of
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this reliving as a kind of witnessing
and remembering but now believe
it is more revisionist than that. It is
living again, but through another
person, not unlike the Christian
trope of being born again, but this
is re-birth through empathy that I
exert to Theo, to be as he is, separate
from me, and to feel with him, in
whatever stage of development he is
in at the time. Now that I urge myself
to feel the unexpected openness to
his separate but connected humanity,
the exertion helps me to feel with
other people as well. It helps me
reconsider my own myopia and
thoughtlessly accepted truths about
so-called normality with the caveat
being that any perspective of others
I think I gain is only ignorance of a
higher order.

But whenever I stop putting in the
effort to empathize, I default to the
assumption that he and others are
nothing but separate versions of
me. Hence when I see Theo’s little
hands grasping the same action
figure Luke Skywalker I spent
hours playing with at the age he is
now and older, I stop empathizing
and instead I slackly watch him
as if he was me forty years prior.
Rather than feeling with his entire
existence that lives to ask questions
about why and how the world is, I
momentarily see him in terms of
the answers I was taught early on to
have at every one of life’s turns.

Which is to say that more than
anything else in this moment, I wish
to retain the fiction that my identity
was chosen out of free will and not
written as a script of normalcy in the
guise of universality, faith, innocence,
and security.
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Except then Theo, this blond-haired,
blue-eyed, strong-bodied little boy
who could be seen as the model child
of some deeply twisted, ingrained
cultural beliefs about what is good,
and what is right, asks, “What is
this?” regarding the Luke action
figure, attraction alight in his eyes.

For a second, I imagine him seeing it
as a toy version of himself.

But then I have the thought to
destroy it; that this object, like so
many malignant beliefs, should be
gone by now.

Yet they persist, real as ever. And all I
know to do is feel more with others
for guidance in letting old fictions go.

2875 they approached the village to
which they were going, Jesus acted as
if he were going farther. #*But they
urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for
it is nearly evening; the day is almost
over.” 50 he went in to stay with them.

WWhen he was at thets
them, he took bread, gave thani
it and began to give it to themeal
their eyes were opened and theys
ognized him,» and he disappeared ffor
their sight *They asked each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within
us® while he talked with us on the road
and opened the Scripturese to us?"

33They got up and returned at once
to Jerusalem. There they found the
Eleven and those with them, assem-
bled together and saying, “It is true!
The Lord has risen and has appeared
to Simon."s 35Then the two told what
had happened on the way, and how
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Jesus’ ascension.

$0When he had led them out to the
vicinity of Bethany,? he lifted up his
hands and blessed them. $'While he
was blessing them, he left them and was
taken up into heaven. 32Then they
worshiped him and returned to Jeru-
galem with great joy. **And they stayed
continually at the temple, / praising God.
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