
Your new Oldhamstocks Community Newsletter 
Welcome to the first edition of your new Community Newsletter. The aim of this 
newsletter is to keep the whole Community up-to-date with news, events, projects 
and any other stories which may be of interest to our community.


We are aiming to publish the newsletter 3 or 4 times a year - starting with this late 
Spring edition.


If you would like to contribute an article to the next edition - published August 
2019 - please get in touch with Lynn Harris, Secretary, OCA, Email 
info@oldhamstocks.org.uk or on 07887 950636.


EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 

WED 21 AUGUST 2019, 7.30pm, Village Hall 

As you may already know, our Community stands to benefit from substantial Wind 
Farm funds over the next 20 or so years.


These funds will enable us to embark on much more ambitious projects as a 
community than have previously been possible. With this comes significant 
responsibilities. The previous Committee had commenced work on establishing 
the Community Association as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(SCIO). We have taken professional advice and we believe this is the right course 
of action. SCIO’s were designed for circumstances just like ours, where volunteers 
who are Trustees are responsible for very significant expenditure and assets. The 
SCIO provides a safe and transparent arrangement to protect both the individual 
Trustees and the Community they serve.


In order to become a SCIO we will need to agree a new Constitution for OCA, and 
have this approved by the Office of the Scottish Regulator (OSCR). We will also 
need up to 11 new Trustees representing all sections of our Community.


It is vitally important that you, the Community, have the opportunity to understand 
and be involved in this process.


To that end, we will be holding an Extraordinary General Meeting on Wed 21st 
August 2019 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, to which all are welcome.


Copies of the proposed new Constitution and details of the SCIO will be 
distributed to all households in advance of the meeting.
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Introducing 
your new OCA 
Committee 
As of the last 
Oldhamstocks 
Community 
Association AGM in 
November 2018, a 
new Committee was 
elected to represent 
our community.


Chair - Angus 
MacDonald

Treasurer - John 
McGregor

Secretary - Lynn 
Harris

Other Committee 
Members - Ian 
Christison, Chris 
Bruce, Jonathon 
Ellis (co-opted)


We are also in the 
process of adding 
new Committee 
members, which we 
will announce 
shortly. If anyone in 
the community 
would like to be 
involved in the 
Committee they 
would be made 
most welcome.


The new Committee 
would like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank the members 
of the previous OCA 
Committee for their 
commitment and 
tireless hard work 
over the previous 3 
years.


mailto:info@oldhamstocks.org.uk


NEW WEBSITE 
We are in the process of creating a new dedicated OCA website, which will provide a comprehensive ‘one-stop-shop’ 
for everything related to our Community. 

In addition to news, updated information on 
local projects and notification of forthcoming 
events, we will be able to take Village Hall 
bookings online. The new website will also be 
an effective way to get in touch with the OCA 
Committee, as we will have dedicated email 
addresses for the Chair, Treasurer and 
Secretary. 

We are aware that not everyone in the 
Community is online, and we hope that the 
regular Newsletter will help to ensure that 
everyone is kept as up to date as possible. 

The Committee is extremely grateful to Gordon Simpson, who has maintained and updated the existing website, 
permitting continuity of information to the community over the last few years. We will of course continue to liaise and 
work with Gordon to create a really comprehensive information network for our community. 

The Minutes of OCA Committee meetings will be posted on the new OCA website from June 2019. 

WEBSITES: www.oldhamstocks.org.uk      www.oldhamstocksvillage.com 


UPDATING COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Alongside creating a new OCA website and publishing the Newsletter, we are conducting a comprehensive 
update of contact details for every household in the Parish. This will ensure that we can keep in touch with 
every member of the community.


In addition to enabling effective communication with all, it is a requirement of changing OCA into the 
proposed 2-Tier SCIO status (under OSCR rules) that every member of the community has the option to 
become a registered Member of OCA. More information on this will be given at the EGM in August.


In the meantime, if you want to update your contact details, so that we can keep you informed about our 
work and village events and news, and gather your views at appropriate times, please complete the Contact 
Information Form which came with this newsletter.


If you have any questions regarding the form, please get in touch with Lynn Harris - 
info@oldhamstocks.org.uk 

DEFIBRILLATOR 

ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE TO HAVE THE DEFIBRILLATOR INSTALLED OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE HALL, SO THAT IT IS MORE ACCESSIBLE IN CASE OF 
EMERGENCIES. WE ARE ALSO PLANNING TO ORGANISE FIRST RESPONDER TRAINING. MORE DETAILS WILL BE GIVEN ON WEBSITE AND NEXT NEWSLETTER. 
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UPDATE FROM OLDHAMSTOCKS VILLAGE HALL 
DEVELOPMENT GROUP 
Oldhamstocks Village Hall Development Group was set up following a community meeting on 10 October 
2018. The purpose of the Group is to independently review and develop options for the Village Hall to be put 
before the community, so that a decision can be made as to which proposal is then put forward for Planning.


The group is formed from previous OCA members and additional people from the community, however 
following the recent resignations of Paul Scott (Chair) and David Legge (due to work and family 
commitments), we are down to only 4 members: Paula Oliver (Secretary), Alex Ainslie, Nikki Edge and Will 
Kirkham and need another 2 or 3 more members enable us to continue. If you have any interest in joining us, 
please email Paula Oliver at ovhrg.secretary@btinternet.com. Membership of the Development Group is 
independent of the membership of the Oldhamstocks Community Association (OCA), the Group Plans to 
report regularly to the OCA on progress and with recommendations from its findings. 


The Development Group aims to deliver a joint presentation with OCA representatives to the East Lothian 
Council Planning Committee with a Proposal for our new village hall, and will disband once this has been 
achieved.


We recognise the significant work undertaken by the previous OCA Committee in developing the current hall 
proposal, and we don’t want to duplicate this. So we have been reviewing all this activity to help inform the 
development of potential options. We have agreed the following steps for the Development Group:


We want to be open and transparent about our work, so we will be looking to make all Minutes and other 
documents accessible to the Community, by uploading to the Oldhamstocks Community Association 
Website.
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1.	 Agree our remit and terms of reference (complete)


	 	 * Understand community requirements for the hall (review existing information

	 	    collated to date) such as: 

	 	 	 - the size and composition of our community

	 	 	 - current and potential future hall usage (we can use previous consultations

	 	 	    for this)


	 	 * Bring all this information together and check if there are any areas where we need

	 	    additional information to give us a complete picture


2.	 Clarify community requirements for the hall with everyone:


	 	 * We will consult with you to check that we have got these requirements right. We

	 	    appreciate that there have been a number of consultations with you to date, so we

	 	    want to bring all of this work together in one place and ensure we are working

	 	    with the very best, and most up to date, information to shape our opinions


	 	 * Understand what is most important to you for a new hall. We might not be able to

	 	    meet all requirements, so this will let us prioritise features and balance these

	 	    against costs.


	 	 * We are working on the best way to get feedback from you to achieve this.


3.	 Generate one or more further option(s) - if required - for the Community to consider

	 alongside the existing design. This may need a couple of iterations.


4.	 Give the Community a final vote on which option to submit for Planning.


mailto:ovhrg.secretary@btinternet.com


OTHER FUNDING SOURCES 

In addition to funds from Wind Farm groups, the Community also has the option to apply for significant funding from 
other bodies to support local ideas and projects. There are criteria which we need to match, but generally if it benefits 
the Community, we should be able to apply. The amount can be anything from a couple of hundred pounds up to 
£100,000. So if there is something you feel we should be applying for, or have any information about potential funding 
bodies, please get in touch with the OCA committee.


SOCIAL CALENDAR AND UPCOMING EVENTS 
The OCA Committee has been very busy working on important projects like the Constitution etc, but we 
definitely want to carry on organising fun, social events. We’ve come up with a few ideas - see below - but we 
also welcome suggestions from everyone in the Community!


Please get in touch with any member of the Committee if you have an idea for an event. It could be musical, 
foodie, historical, sporty - really anything which could allow the community to come together for fun, 
socialising and also fundraising.


We would also welcome help from members of the community with any of the proposed events below: 
	 	 


JULY	 	 	 BBQ and Games, Sunday 21st July, 1-6pm, Village Green and Hall 

AUGUST	 	 Annual Flower Show, Saturday 17th August, 11-5pm, Village Green 

	 	 	 Extraordinary General Meeting, Wednesday 21st August, 7.30pm 
	 	 	 Village Hall 

SEPTEMBER		 Quiz Night and Pop Up Pub, Friday 20th September, 7-10pm, Village Hall 

OCTOBER	 	 Beer and Ale Festival, Saturday 26th October, 2-6pm, Village Hall 

NOVEMBER	 	 St Andrews Day Ceilidh, Saturday 30th November, 7-11pm, Village Hall 

DECEMBER	 	 Annual Kids Christmas Party, date to be arranged 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR YOUR OCA COMMITTEE 

If you have any questions or suggestions for the Committee, please feel free to get in 
touch with us as follows:


Main Email address is: info@oldhamstocks.org.uk


Angus MacDonald, Blawearie	 Tel: 01368 830460   Email: amacd343@hotmail.com

John McGregor, Ferneylea	 Tel: 01368 830225   Email: ferneylea1@hotmail.co.uk

Lynn Harris, Ferneylea	 	 Tel: 07887 950636   Email: lynnharris29@icloud.com


NEXT NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED AUGUST 2019 
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