
BA (Hons) Photojournalism and Documentary Photography
BA (Hons) Fashion Photography
BA (Hons) *Photography

* including BA Photography with Foundation



Photography has the ability to reach a global 

audience presenting information concisely that 

can delight, educate, express a view or record 

a fragment of time. The University of Bolton’s  

Photography degrees are designed to prepare 

you for professional roles in a wide range of 

specialist areas.  



INTERVIEW DETAILS AND ADVICE FOR 
CANDIDATES
WHY DO WE INTERVIEW?
At Photography Bolton, we feel it is incredibly important 

to interview students – not only so we get to meet you 

properly and get a sense of your interests and aspirations, 

but so you can interview us! This is a face-to-face 

opportunity to make sure that our course is the right one 

for you.  

At interview, we are looking to get a sense of ‘you’. Expect 

a friendly and positive atmosphere. Don’t worry about 

nerves (this is natural!): we’re looking for potential, not the 

finished article, and to understand your commitment to 

undergraduate studies. 

It’s really important that we look at your current work: 

that’s any finished images/series that you’ve been 

creating at school or college, at home, or any ‘work-in-

progress’. This gives us a great idea of your interests, ideas, 

experiments and styles. Even holiday snaps demonstrate 

the ability to think as a photographer. Some of your time 

at the University of Bolton will be untutored, and so it is 

essential that we see how you work independently. 

HOW SHOULD I PREPARE FOR THE 
INTERVIEW?
Remember – this is an informal chat, rather than a formal 

interview scenario! Expect an informal discussion about 

you and your work, aspirations and inspirations. 

We do understand that this experience might be stressful. 

The best way to combat nerves is to come prepared. Treat 

this like any other project: do your research!

We will ask the following questions, so in preparation, do 

think carefully about how you would answer:

•  What does photography mean to you?

• Why have you chosen the University of Bolton?

• Who are your photographic heroes or influences?

• What might your dream job/s be after you finish 

university?

• What are you currently creating, or looking at for 

inspiration?

Do your research on us. 

Visit https://www.photoboltonuni.co.uk/. 

Find out more about the staff that will teach you – what 

are their specialisms? What cameras or other equipment 

do our students get access to? What techniques or theory 

do we teach? 

This will help you to prepare some of your own questions 

to ask us at interview. Do bring a list of one or two (or more!) 

thoughtful, relevant questions that we can elaborate on. 

Typical questions students ask us are:

• What does a normal student day look like at Photography 

Bolton?

• What work experience can I do?

• Where will I get extra help or support if I need it?

• How many other students will be in my class?
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PORTFOLIO: FORMAT AND WHERE TO 
SEND IT IN ADVANCE
At least two working days before the interview, please 

send your digital portfolio to this address: photo@bolton.

ac.uk. Your portfolio should: 

P	Be formatted as a PDF (Adobe document), a website 

link, or an Instagram link. 

P Please note that the largest size file the email address 

can take is 20MB. 

WHAT TO BRING ON THE DAY OF THE 
INTERVIEW
If you want to, do bring a printed portfolio with you on the 

day to supplement your online submission. We love to see 

prints in person!

Please also bring along any requested certificates 

(qualifications or similar) so we can record them onto our 

system.

WHAT SHOULD I INCLUDE IN MY 
PORTFOLIO?
P Please note that the largest size file the email address 

can take is 20MB. 

P Between 15 and 20 photographs or video clips. 

P Choose a selection of images that show a breadth of 

ability and skills in photography. 

P Include any work produced ‘outside’ of your course.

Your photographs reflect who you are, what you find 

interesting, what you want to communicate and your 

motivations for studying this undergraduate degree. 

Your portfolio should reflect this, but also show passion 

and interests beyond your current course of study. For 

example, you might love music and want to show photos 

taken at gigs, despite not having studied live action 

photography at school. 

We understand that you may not have completed pieces 

of work. This is normal! At this stage, ‘work-in-progress’ is a 

good talking point as it highlights your thought processes, 

plans, and directions.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN ON THE DAY OF MY 
INTERVIEW?
Please do let us know in advance if you need any 
additional support or assistance, and we will 
endeavour to meet your needs.

Expect an informal chat about you and your work, 

aspirations and inspirations. We will look through your 

portfolio, and at the same time, ask questions (see 

above list). We will discuss your images, talk about any 

photographers that have inspired you and discuss the 

course you have applied for – as outlined above, it is very 

helpful to research our course before the interview. 

For your in-person interview, you will need to check-in at 

the Student Services Desk. This is in the Chancellor’s Mall, 

Eagle Building (see map below). They will contact us and 

let us know you are waiting for an interview. 

Running late? Don’t worry: just get in touch with our 

reception on 01204 900 600 they will let us know. 
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HOW LONG IS THE INTERVIEW, AND WHAT 
ELSE HAPPENS?
Do plan in around 1.5 hours maximum for an interview 

and tour. 

You will be shown around the photography department 

and will get the opportunity to see student work and talk 

to our technical staff.

The portfolio interview itself will take around 20 minutes 

– you will be interviewed on your own by one or two 

members of staff. The interview is designed to be informal, 

and we have been told in the past that’s it’s ‘super friendly’ 

and not intimidating at all. We are always trying to find the 

best in our candidates!

Please feel free to bring a guest with you: it’s always nice 

to have a bit of support! Your guest will be able to come 

along to visit the department and talk to the staff. They 

won’t be able to come into the interview with you, but 

there are plenty of cafes on the University’s ground floor 

for them to wait in. 

WHEN WILL I HEAR BACK?
Straight away! We will be able to tell you at interview 

if you have been successful – we don’t like to keep our 

students waiting. You will also receive an email from our 

Admissions department and an update on the UCAS Hub.

PLAN YOUR VISIT
Take time before your interview to plan your journey our 

address is; 
University of Bolton, Deane Road, Bolton. BL3 5AB

Email - photo@bolton.ac.uk

Instagram - @photoboltonuni

Website - www.photoboltonuni.co.uk

Admissions Tutor - Dave Digby  – 01204 903367  
Admissions Tutor and Acting Course Leader - Rachel 

McHaffie - 01204 903362

Take time to familiarise yourself with the course and 

programme specification you have applied for:

BA (Hons) Photography: 

www.bolton.ac.uk/course/ART005-F-UOB-SX

BA (Hons) Fashion Photography: 

www.bolton.ac.uk/course/ART039-F-UOB-SX

BA (Hons) Photojournalism and Documentary 

Photography: 

www.bolton.ac.uk/course/ART040-F-UOB-SX
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Bolton One Short Stay Car Park

Christ Church Gardens Car Park

P3 Pro Chancellor’s Court Car Park P7 NCP Pay & Display Car Park (Sat Nav: BL3 5DX)
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Student Car Park

Entrances

Deliveries

Main Reception, Information and Enquiries

Senate House Visitor Car Park

P6 Chancellor’s Visitor Car Park (Sat Nav: BL3 5AR)
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Innovation Factory
A Block
Art & Design Computer Suite
Art & Design Studios
Automotive Engineering
Built Environment
Engineering Workshops
Fine Art Studios
Innovation Zone

Textiles
Wood & Metal
Workshops

Senate House
E Block
Computer Aided Design Areas
Textile Surface Design
The Design Studio
University Main Reception

Bolton One
(University of Bolton)
Climbing Wall
Clinical Simulation Suite
Reception (Bolton One activities only)
Sports Hall
Sports Rehabilitation Suite
Sports Science Laboratories
Sports & Spinal Injury Clinic
Strength & Conditioning
Teaching Rooms

Eagle Tower
T Block

Animation & Illustration
Eagle Bistro
Early Years
Education
General Computer Suites
Graphic Design
Health & Community Studies
Life Lounge
Mathematics
Media Production
Multifaith Chaplaincy
Peter Marsh Library
Photography

Teaching Rooms

The i-Zone/Research and 
Graduate School

Services & 
Administration Centre

University Technical 
College Bolton

National Centre for 
Motorsport Engineering
(Completion Sept 2017)

The Chancellor’s Mall
Cafe Athena
Careers

Job Shop
Student Centre
Student Services

The Chancellor’s Building
Peter Marsh Library
Social Learning Computer Suite
Social Learning Zone
Students’ Union Bar & Shop

Textile Surface Design Laboratories

Senate House
F Block
Deane Lecture Theatre
Deane Suite
Rapid Prototyping

The Calderwood Building
G Block
Built Environment and Engineering 
Laboratories
Teaching Rooms

Bolton Business School
M Block
Deane Deli

Teaching Rooms

Proposed Tech Hub

Senate House
B Block
Engineering Computer Suite
Creative Technologies
Games - Computer Suites
IMRI - Fire Laboratory

Senate House
C Block
Electronic Engineering Laboratory
Games - Computer Suites

Senate House
D Block
Moot Law Course
Teaching Rooms
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