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Research
Soulsville Foundation and the Stax Music Academy (SMA) 
in Memphis Tennessee

SMA is housed at the home of the original Stax Records and 
the curriculum and programming is infused with elements 
of the Stax legacy. Students learn a variety of music but the 
primary focus is Soul. All public performances include songs 
from the Stax catalog.

Collateral to use to recruit new students. The target audience 
for the after school program includes young people in grades 
6-12. Stax has beginner lessons for students starting in grade 
5 (any age from 5-12 can participate). No musical experience 
is required to attend the academy. Stax offers a variety of 
ensembles as well as audio production and engineering.

Primary “competition” is the School of Rock, although 
their programs are far less intense and they are a for profit 
organization. Stax charges tuition but has resources to 
provide assistance to those who cannot afford to pay. Stax 
never turns a student away based on financial circumstances.

Non-profit

Competition

Needs

About
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Original Flyer
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Ideas 
Visit Stax and take photos.

Pull inspiration from existing material.

Create a cost-saving brochure that is 
unique and enticing for new students.
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Photos taken at Stax
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Ideas  cont.
https://staxmusicacademy.org/

Blenny

Factoria

C

I wanted to use similar duotone photo effects with the
new brochure.

Website

Colors

Fonts

Photos
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Inspiration from existing website
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Ideas  cont.
I thought it would be interesting to design a brochure using
a record cut out from the center of the brochure. I came up 
with the idea after seeing die-cute brochures and the round 
logo design of Stax Music Academy.

The cut-out is a 3-inch hole punch that was purchased at a 
local craft store. 

The school could print and cut all in house to minimize 
cost for being a non profit organization.

Design



11

Sketch of brochure
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Revisions
First brochure design based on website

Formatting changes

Changed the design of cut-out.
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First brochure design

Outside open

Inside open
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Revisions
cont.

I originally had each header in a button style effect similar 
to the website. This effect was a flat colored drop shadow 
that ultimately made it hard to read the text. The website 
was able to pull this effect off because it is shown a lot bigger 
than how the brochure will be printed. 

The background colors were also changed because the green 
color just was not working with the look of the brochure. 

Photographs that were added were shot by me and edited 
with the same duotone effect similar to the website.

Changes
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Formating changes

Inside open
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Revisions
cont.

The original cut-out was designed to be around the record
logo of Stax Music Academy. The record logo was moved 
to the center of the brochure instead of being on the lower 
third of the page. After moving the cut-out I was able to 
place an image of a record in the center of the brochure. 
After doing this the original record logo became the label 
to the actual record.

I felt the quotes were a significant part of the brochure so 
I made them larger and removed the musical icons.

Cut out
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New cut out design

Inside open

Outside open
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Final
Final brochure design.

Extra collateral for client.
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Final design

Front

Back
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Final cont.

Inside closed

The closed inside portion was changed to look like a record 
player. Some of the images were flipped and the duotone 
shadow backgrounds were taken out. The front page  was  a 
little cluttered, so some of the text was dropped and the rest 
was shifted to the center. The headings were all changed to 
white. The change in color made the text easier to read and 
the text wrapping around the objects were also cleaned up.

Final
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Outside open

Inside open
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Extra
Snapchat Filter

Custom Music Sheets
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Collateral
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